His 'water spinning frame' was at the time

'state of the art’' in the manufacture of cotton yarns.
The activities of 'machine breakers' (see pamphlet
No 3) brought an end to this business and

Arkwright withdrew from the lease in 1779.
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Within twe years rebuilding had taken place and
Birkacre continued to develop, concentrating this time
on the textile finishing business. The works at Birkacre

were used for calico printing, dying and bleaching.
From the mid 1800's the business was most successful
under McNaughton and Thom. Mr John Thom an SN . -
expert chemist purchased the Burgh and Birkacre Library of CO}, ress IR
Estate from the Anderton family in 1852. Under his
guidance the business developed and grew in efficiency

Sir Richard Ar‘kwmgh'r inventor and industralist.
He was originally from Preston.
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Water power was superseded by steam power and How to find us N e 7
even a private coal mine was opened in 1880 to : siackaum / -
supply the needs of the works which had now

grown so much that they straddled the River Yarrow. Yarrow Valley Country
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The map overleaf shows the position of the mine Park is located to the
shafts and railway. south west of Chorley,

off the B5251 road
between Chorley and
Coppull.

t

Generally speaking, the printing business was carried
out on the ‘car park side’ of the River Yarrow and the
bleaching and dyeing was done at the other side of T v ' g
the river, the ‘Coppull side’. ‘
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This pamphlet was produced by Leisure
Services Unit with the assistance of

Jack Smith, Local Historian.

In 1930 the Thom family sold out to larger companies Designed by Regeneration Unit.

who ran the warks until 1939 when the collieries and A Brlef
warks were closed down. Subsequently all the buildings :
and the adjoining lands became derelict. | nd.u stri a|

If you require further information H|Story
Nature gradually healed the scars after the clearance Contact 01257 279538 .
of the buildings but the site was to remain derelict for E-mail: leisure@chorley.gov.uk Of The Site

over 40 years until the creation of the Yarrow Valley
Country Park in the 1990's.
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BIRKACRE ...
INDUSTRIAL HISTORY

The earliest reference to Birkacre and its involvement
with industry dates from the 14™ century. Prior to this,
farming was the main source of livelihood in the
Yarrow Valley. The main reason for the establishment
of industry at Birkacre was due to the good flow of
water in the River Yarrow. The diversity of industry
found at Birkacre was also influenced by the proximity
of coal near the surface, a damp climate and soft
water, essential for textile manufacture.

The owner of the land at that time was Robert De
Burgh and in 1398 he got permission from his
neighbour John De Coppull to make an attachment to
the mill pool and alter the course of the River Yarroo'.
(Yarrow as we know it today)

The site of Birkacre was large enough to allow
expansion and by 1423 there were two mills at work
on the Yarrow. One of the mills was a ‘walke’ or
fulling mill, where cloth was 'walked' upon, ina
trough of water and ‘fullers earth'.

An artists impression of Birkacre works locking down Birkace Road towards the main
entrance of Yarrow Valley Country Park. The houses on the right can still be seen today.

By ‘fulling’ the cloth, it had an
effect of ‘thickening' it. This
process was later mechanised
with the introduction of water
wheels driving wooden ‘fulling stocks'.
These were like wooden hammers which

raised and dropped into the fulling composition.
This removed the need for men to 'walk’ the cloth.

The other mill was a water
powered corn mill which was
owned by the lord of the manor.
The tenant farmers of the estate
were obliged to take their corn
to be ground into flour at the
mill. An interesting fact about
Birkacre is that it lay in the
Manor of Duxbury, with Burgh /
Birkacre Manor being a smaller
estate in Duxbury. Another corn
mill was located upstream from
Birkacre and one cannot help
wonder if the two millers had
‘competitive rates' for the
farmers of the estates.

This map shows the development of Birkacre
between 1810 and 1928. Many of the
features remain today, or clues to

where they were can be found.
Follow the historical trail.
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After the death of Robert De Burgh in 1423, the
estate was partitioned by his three married daughters.
Portions were later bought by Alexander Rigby of Arley
and the the Crooke family of Coppull.

The mills remained in use during the 16™ and 17"
century's. Several coal mines were also established

in the Yarrow Valley during this period.

The estate was held by the Chadwick family during
the 18™ century. One of the major historical points
associated with Birkacre was that Edward Chadwick
of higher Burgh Hall built metal working forges here
at this time, plus a ‘cotton mill'

In 1777 Richard Arkwright, the man who is often
quoted as being the ‘father of the industrial revolution’
leased the new cotton mill, the higher and lower
forges, a corn mill, three ponds and several fields at

a total rent of £181. Arkwright, an inventor and
industralist installed his latest cotton spinning
machinery which was driven by a water wheel.



