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INTRODUCTION

This issue launches a new venture for Chorley Library.
Appearing on an occasional basis "Flat Iron" will contain articles
on local history and family tree research. Information about
new acquisitions such as the Mormon Index, explained on page

/ » and a review of buoks recently added to stock.

We hope the publication will assist all students of local
history from beginners to the more experienced. We hope as
well that future issues will contain contributions from our readers.
whether in the form articles, comment, or stories and ancedotes
of old Chorley and the surrounding areas.

We look forward to hearing from you.



ANY OLD IRON ?

The similarities between the rag and bone man and the

local history librarian may not always be obviocus, but both professions

have an eye to the value of items many people are happy to
throw away.

Any "totter" shrowd cenough to have hoawrded the cast offs
of yestoeryear: the ocarthenware bottles, the broken toys, the
"hiduous" Victoriana will be sitting on a fortune today. The
librarian is intcrested in riches of a different sort.

All students of 1lncal history quickly learn to appreciate
the tradc directories produced in the 19th  century. They're
invaluable .for tracing ancestors and building up a picture of
bygone communities. Yot at the time they would have been regarded
as telephnne books are today and discarded as soon as they were
out of dete. Few have survived.

Who bothers to kcep any of the trade bills, electioncering
pamphlets and information leaflets that cascade through our letter
boxos these days? A hundred years from now they could provide
vital clucs abcut the way we live and work, so ty cohuld the
family phstographs, papers, letters, postcards and diaries, which
are ~ften thrown away, particularly aftor bercavement.

A timcly donation »f material to the library today might
help gonerations of local history students to come.



SCOTCHMAN'S STUMP : AN ACCOUNT OF THE WINTER HILL MURDER
OF 1838. By D. HOLDING.

Winter Hill was shrouded in mist on the morning of November
Sth 1838, but that wouldn't have bothered fcorge Henderson,
a packman travelling for a Blackburn draper. IHe knew the moors
well, and bhesides when isn't Winter i1l shrouded in mist?
This time was different though, this time a particuvlarly brutal
and bloody death awaited the young Scots lad in the swirling
mist.

Mr. Holding approaches his task with the unflinching thorough-
ness of a pathologist confronted with a body., and the detail
in unavnidably harrowing.

He describes the subsequent trial and acquittal of the chicf
suspect Jamos Whittle from Belmont, and in a final chapter speculates

on the true.identity of the murderer, or murderers.

LIVING §& WORKING IN WIGAN by JOHN HANNAVY '  § CHRIS RYAN

This book of photographs taken during the poriod 1850 to
1925 shows somcthing of the working conditions endurcd by our
parents and grand-parcnts. Thankfully such conditions now belong
with other bygone brutalitics like public executions and operations
without anaesthetics.

Incvitably because of the photographic techniques of the
day the figures pose in their workplaces like oxhibits in an
industrial museum; no doubt they wre glad of the respite.

There's no posing though in the dramatic shot »f the rescue
tema preparing to descond the Pretoria Pit where 344 men werc
killed in the disaster f 1910.

The woman worked shoulder toy shoulder with the mon in
the conlmines of the 1850's and 60's and sume of the most striking
photrgraphs in the bark show them in their pit clethes.

GOBBIN TALES edited and cnmpiled by BENITA MOORE

Gibbin land is Oswaldtwistle and this bonk compiled by
the local librarian describes something of the character and history
»f the town in a scries nf interviews with its clder roesidents.

The bk is a tribute to the human spirit's ability to
triumph cver hardship and there's a vein of humour running through

it as rich and warming, and black tyw scmetimes, as Lancashire

- -

coal.



LET'S WALK THERB: YORKSHIRE § NORTH WEST ENLAND by COLIN
SPEAKMAN.

This is a book for tho energetic. It doscribes 18 walks
in Yorkshire and the North Wost that take in such objectives
as Wuthering Heights near Haworth, Turton Towor noar Darwon
and that modern engincoring wonder, the road bridge over tho
rivor Humber.

GENTLEMEN OF COURAGE FORWARD by LAWRENCE HILL

This book sets out to trace the origins of o distinguished
English family theo Standishes.

The throad of the family's story is woven into the context
of English history and supportud by family decds and documents.

Contral to any history of the Standishes is the mystery
of the birthplace of Mylos Standish who sailed with the Pilgrim
Fathors to America in 1620. Lawronce Hill is satisfied that
the cvidence favours the Isle of Man, but it's far from conclusive
and there will be many locally who will be raluctant to surrender
the town's most famous son.

THE ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF LEYLAND TRUCKS by NICK BALDWIN.

Leyland blacksmith James Sumnor could have had little
idca what he was starting back in the arly 1890's when he
built a steam vehicle capable of carrying 5 tons of coal.

Leyland is a name now known worldwide for heavy transport
vehicles and Nick Baldwin's informatively captioncd book provides
a kind of "family album" taking us from its primitive stcom
driven dinosaurs to today's sophisticated juggernauts.



The Intornatiinal Gonealugical Indox

Ton yoars agn a romarkable tolovision sourios was firot shown
tv aoudioncos in tho Unitod Statos. “"Rints® trld tho story of
tho varying fortunes of wnw Black family in Amorica nver the
past 200 ywars. The stury wns basod ‘m fnct and its outhor,
Alox linley, unwittingly sparked off a bwm in family history
rosoarch as milli'ms of Amoricans tried to tracu thoir own roots.
In Britain at this time.,. Gordom Honuycombe, bettor known as
a TV nuwsreador, proesonted a serios of prngrammos, intorwoaving
an account of his own family history rosearch with practical
tips fur boginners in gencalngy.

Thore are now millirns of enthusiasts around the world, boavering
to trace their rosts; among them one group in particular stand
aut far their zoal and sheur professicnalism. Membors f the
Church of Josus Christ of Lattor-Day Saints, usualy known as
the Mormons, are roquired to trace their n»nwn. family troe so
as to bind that family tugethor for oternity. Since the Church
has eongagod in genealogical research for so long its archive
records are among the largest and best in the world. Thero
is a vost archive contre at the Church's 1Q in Salt Lake City:
Utah, whorc a large computer has becn made available to nther
soarchors and is now indispensable to family histery rescarch.
Today we know it as tho Internatiomal Gencalogical Index (IGI),
sumotimos as the CFI but you will cften hear it simply calle!
tho Mormen Indx. At the Church's network of research libraries,
the IGI is usually keopt for the whole world, though the index
has boen readily accessible to public libraries ovor the last
fow years.

The Chorley Contral Library's Roforunco Dopartmont acquirod
the IGI for the northem counties of England during 1987, in parti-
cular,...

Cumberland: Durham; Isle of Man; Lancoshire;
N-:rthumboerland; Westmorland; Yorkshire.

So what dves the IGI dn? Each English County is allocatod a
number of microficho sheots (500 in tho case ~f Yurkshiro, f~r
oxnmple), within which tho index is arrangod in alphabotical
ordor of surnames. ptvide tho surnomos again by Christian
names, arrange thosc in date order and the Index makes it easy
to chock whothor, say, John Smith was haptiserd at Cherley
Parish Church in 1700, in an matter I sucls.

.lf‘"



The IGI is a vast reswurce trol for the gonoelogist, constantly
growing and getting bottor with oach new edition. The last
edition, from 1984, contains in oxcoss of 88 million names but
there arc still gaps in areas and at certain dates in the past.

In England, tho earlivst records of church baptisms, marriages
and burials date frrm the 1530's and the IGI will often indox
records for a parish from this time up to the 1870's. All
of tho porsons on the index are deceased, St; don't try lecoking
up your own name. The index leans hceavily to records of the
Church of England, but ontrios can be found for Roman Catholic
churches and Nonconformist chapels. The example given on
the next page illustrates a typical framc of the IGI, from the
Lancashire county scction, showing the surname Chorley.
Approximately half-way down the list is the entry for Richard
Chorley.' ‘entored here for his marriage to Katherine Walmsley
mn 23rd Sceptember 1676. . ,
Richard Chorley, last of his family toc own their estates in
Chorley, was executed at Preston in 1716 aftor his part in tho
unsuccessful Jacobite Rebellion of the Old Pretender.
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One commnn mistake is to rely «n the indox itself: the Mormnon
Church advise users of the IGI to go back to the original record,
in case an error was marle Ly tho indexor or to got adriitional
informativn which might be thaere.

The sample frame reproduced hore carries several columns of
numbers, showing Church members the dates on which ordinances
were carried out for each individual. Thoy are not ocasy tn
interprot, though you can do sc from the guidance notes ty tho
IGI which are kept at tho Enquiry Desk in the Referonco Library.
You can also use the "Source" columns to find out if the family
you are looking for is already recorded by the Church.

Chorley's Reference Library has rnly part nf the IGI, but the
Blackburn and Preston Reference Libraries have the whole of
the British Isles on microfiche.

The Library attached to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-.
Day Saints, Haslingden Now Rcad, Rawtenstall, is the nearest
source of the IGI for the whole world.

An independent guide tn the IGI is "Where to find the International
Genoalogical Index":; edited by Jeremy Gibsnn and Michacl Walcot.
FFHS. 1984. (Reforence Library. Clan G1.).

On a final note, this is the first of what is intended to be
a series of short articles telling the user what Chorley Library
has in stock to help you to trace your family tree.




THE MYSTERY OF HOLLINSHEAD HALL

" . . . I suddonly bocame awarc that therc wags someono

standing by the woll, It was a woman. 1 folt my hair raisc on
my heod. I trisd to shout to my friend but I could not utter 2
sound, neithor could I move. I was complotely spellbound”. *#

Thus does Richard Robinson describe his concounter with a
ghost at the woll house near Hollinshead Hall.

1 agroe with the man who said, 'I don't believe in ghosts,
but I am frightencd of them'. It's easy to dismiss it all as super-
stitious humbug from the safety of your favourite armchair, but
visit the ruins of Hollinshead Hall on a Wintor ofternoon with the
twilight fading fast, and it's a different matter altogether.

You cen get there along the footpath just before the farmhouse
known as Piccadilly on the A675 2 miles North of Belmont. The
bustle of traffic soon fades and by the time you reach the ruins
an ecrie silence descends. '

Theore's not much to see now, just overgrown masonry and
patches of cobbled courtyard. It has the atmosphere »f a lung
neglocted cemetery. With a bit of imagination thnugh you can start
tn picture how the house might have looked.

Edward Twycross in his work the Mansicns of England suggests
there was an oxtensive property on the site at one time, but it
was pulled down in 1746 and recbuilt.

When Richard Robinson visited it in January 1912 it had been
derelict for nver 30 yecars. Indeed he'd gune there to help demolish
it, whon a sudden snowstorm obliged him to take sheltor in the
ncarby wellhouse, where the ghostly ocourrence took place.

The well's the real mystery of Hollinshead Hall. Robinson
refers to it as a wishing well; Twycrnss calls it a hioly woll.
There are those who say it was a glorified food store; that its
waters had curative properties; that it was used for baptisms.
Nobody can give a wholly satisfactry account of it.

The building housing the well is still intact. It has the
lock of a chapel from the out-"": an impression reinforccd once
you step through the door.

Flankcd by cistorns ~f water a carved stonc head, much croded
by time and vandals, stares ahead sightlessly. Down the sides
aro stone benches. The florr has a diamond pattern with channels

f~r tho averflow of water. The atmasphere is almest pagon.
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I never like to linger there too long, espocially in Winter
with the sky full of snow. Richard Robinson did and was trapped
by a blizzard aud compelled to spend the night there. I'm

sure if that happened to me I'd see more ghosts than Ebeneezer
Scrooge himself!

* Richard Robinson The Wishing well, 1948.




The life of a Ghowman

The house lights dim and the chattering of the packed audience
subsides. A thunderous roll on the drums beats on their ears.
Above the drumroll the managers' voice rings out,

"And now, my lords, ladies and gentloman, we present the man
you've all been waiting to see. The world's strongest man,
our own theatre proprictor Mister... George... Toesto...Sante;"
the last words disappearing in a rattle of tho drums; the bousc

orupts in a chorus of checrs; as the stage curtains glide away
into the limclight strides thc star of the show.

His image was always larger than lifc; it paid to cultivate that
public image as the circus strongman, just like one of those
archetypal lion tamers in lcopard skin and sporting a magnificent
moustache. Long beforc our own age revived the work, he was
a truc Victorion entreprenear with fingers in various pies, but
most of Ail he earned the label "showman", a sort of Lancashire
reply to Phineas T. Barnum.

In the best tradition of the world of showbiz his early life
is a blank. Born in 1856, possibly in Ireland, of unknown
parcnts, Santes' life begins at the age eleven, selling tickets
for a circus. Within a year, the circus was on the move and
the youngster was touring the hard-hit southern states of

America in the yecars following the Civil War. Before long he
was part of an "cquestrian combination”, maybe even on the
billing. Through Cuba, Jamaica and the West Indies he continued
until 1872 when the impending war between

Cuba and thoUSA led him to jump ship in Vera Cruz and set
sail, bound for New Orleans, to enlist with Uncle Sam.

The military interlude was brief, for he was back in England
in 1876, playing the music halls and learning more of the world
of the circus wiht the Sanger Brothers on tour.

At somc time in the 1870's his act as a circus strongman tank
shape; in his later years he would come to stage the "Life
of n» Showman", based »n his own career and showing to perfection
his skill and prowcss. Even today, octogenarians  will  tell
you with awe how he could put his strength against that of
twn horses and win! .
Hiz apprenticeship was 1long, colourful and packed with travel
t2 exotic places. There were occveral trips to America ond
Canada, to Eurnpe and of courso, all over Britain. In the 1870's

he married and the act bocame a druble perfrrmance.

~10-



His wifo is recalled as being a strikingly attractive woman, dark,
of uncertain forcign origin, and like Sante, whe was incredibly strong.
Within a few yoars two sons were born to the Santes and their life
bocame loss frantic.
He tried his hand at theatre management, with mixed success in Britain
and Ircland, but had more lick when he arrived in Chorley and took
a lease on the old thecatre nn the Cattle Market in 1984.
He demonlished the wooden building and from the ashes grew thc Grand
Theatre. It opened to packed hnuses in September 1895, as Sante
boldly marched on stage on the opening night to praomise the audience
a reward of £1000!
He was as good as his word - the unpromsted performance of Mr,
Charles Rogefs' play £1000 reward" set the scene for years to fillow.
"The piece deals with murder, illicit Inve, and a diam~nd robbery,
and embraces a variety of scenes nf a startling as well as pathetic
and humorous character”,
The dramas were firm favourites, given a cast of stock characters,
with a variety of plots and usually performed by companies of travelling
players. The villain always dressed in black and drew unrehearse"d
b2os and hissing; the hero, blond, handsome, »ften bire a resemblance
t> Sante. There were variations to the diet; one performance occasionally
werc staged and guest artists would perfarm a repertoire of popular
camed pitch. But the meludrama was pricipally popular, with "Marina
Martin", "The Butterfly on the Wheel", "The Cattle Thief" (a western!)
and best remembered "The Life nf a Showman".
The play first appeared in May 1904: g contemporary report said
it "deals with the vicissitudes nf a showman's carcer and a very
exciting story is woven around the title role, which of course is
impersonated by the 1acal thecatre proprietor. ..,
The rframa is based upon the alleged murder of a South African mineswnor
by his Boer secretary, who obtains pnssession  of the deceased's
wealth though an heiress comes into existence”,

~rlgy Guardian, 21st May 1904).
N>t cnly was the drama a smash hit in Chorley, but alsn in Radcliffe,
at Santes' sccond big theatre.
Ho branched out int) the cinema when that became the craze and shuwed
Griffiths' 1912 epic "Birth of a Natinn® at Radcliffe.
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He har) g smallor theatre at Whitofiold and in Churley bought
tha Artillery pring Hall, Salisbury Struot, in 1909. Aftor conversicn,
it “perated as the winter Gardens Skating Rink, complote with
fairytale fnstles and snow scenos paintad -n tho walls. Locally,
the name of sante is always linked with the date 1914, 17th
March, whon the Grand tragically burnod down. No lives were
lust; the firc began in the carly hours, and despite the effortg
of the police and fire brigade, the wooden building was left
a gaunt shell. They never rebuilt the Grand, perhaps becausc
of the war years and Sante himself dierl in Paigntzn in 1916.

He kopt his sccrot well; nevertheless, on his death it emerged
that "Sante, The man with the Iron Head", was plain George
Mulhall, the Strungest Man in the World"?

The curtains closed on Sante the showman 70 years agn, yet

it says a lot for his memory that those who remembor him and
the Grand 1o so with a sparkle and a longing for bygyone days.

-1~
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6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

QuUIZ
What's the connoctinn hotween the momeorial statue outside
Penzance llbrary and Chorley?
What was 215 in 1821, 195 in 1871 and 390 in 19717
What does this fescribe:
"or, on a chevron gules three cscutche ns argent, each
charged with a bluchottle (or cornflewer),  slipped  and
leaved, proper; on a chief of the second a crown vallary

of the first".

Which.Lancnshire town was the first to have eloctric street
lighting?

Who connects Brindlc with the Brontes?

Why might the Bard of Avon have become the Bard of Darwen?
What local institution gained its charter on 13th May 15667?
Where might you find Greyburn, Chorfield and Prestborougﬁ?
What was "Morning Dew" and who made it?

Whn was Bill O'Jack's?

Answors in the next issue of "Flat Iron".
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Introduction

Welcome to issue number two of "The Flat Iron". Our title has drawn

predictable confusion from non-locals about the name and several locals

have asked us when we intend to feature the Flat Iron market proper:

watch this space. We have kept the format much as before, with a

similar blend of subjects and another easy quiz, though we are also

geased to include a contribution from one of our readers, Mrs. Jarrett
Euxton. .

A certain amount of curiosity has been expressed about our cover
illustration, which, contrary to some cpinion, does not show the oldest
librarian, but one of the earliest drawings of a Chorley man, one
Richard Tootell, the 18th Century postman for the town, who reputedly
walked to Preston each day with the mail.

The drawing is dated 1735 and, if the I.G.I. is correct, Richard Tootell
would then be 46 years old, as a child of this name was baptised in
Chorley in 1689.

Finally, to cover our embarrassment, we now give our address below,
omitted from issue number one.

Reference and Local Studies Library,

District Central Library,

Union Street, :

CHORLEY, Lancashire PR7 1EB Telephone: Chorley 77222, 77223.

Hours of opening

Mon. 10am - 7 pm Thurs 10 am - 5 pm
Tues. 10 am - 5 pm Fri. 10am - 7 pm
Wed. 1l0am - 7 pm Sat. 10am - 4 pm

(iit)
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TEXTILE APPRENTICESHIPS IN LANCASHIRE

St R IRENTILESHIYS IN LANCASHIRFE
by Edna M. Jarrett -

When, in our "Trace your Family Tree" class, we were told about
apprenticeships in bygone days, it made me think about the ILancashire
textile apprentices. Perhaps fellow researchers into family history
have came across the occupation "textile fitter" or "apprenticed textile
fitter" and may be a bit puzzled as to just what was meant. The old
Lancashire textile fitters were a highly skilled and respected band of
wen who khew all there was to know about erecting, servicing and
repairing ‘all kinds of textile machinery. The early fitters, in the
late 19th century, had had very little schooling but were famed for
their accuracy when dealing with all the complicated gauges etc. and
various problems with the machinery. Their equivalent of "calculators"
was said to be "th' wrack o'th e'en, twist o'th mouth and rule o'th'
thumb", In other words, co-ordinaton of eye, mouth and hand! In

later years, nightschool and slide rules started the change to more
sophisticated maths.

So, how did boys become apprentices? When the Victorian father told
his son he was to be a fitter, he then chose what he considered the best
Works for his son and made sure the boy was apprenticed to ‘good men.
The boy then, at 13, (this was the time around 1900 and onwards) became
a half-timer which meant school in the morning, work in the afternoon,
alternate weeks being reversed. At 14 he became a full time apprentice
until he was 21. He would be put with two senior fitters and, if he
showed pramise and was fortunate, he could go through all the different
departments. The main Works for textile machinery in lLancashire in

those days were Platt Brothers, Tweedale & Smalley, Howard & Bullough
and Dobson & Barlow.

Fram what I have heard, it was a matter of luck as to how well you were
treated but even with a kind master it was a hard and demanding life for
a boy, a 5% day week and long hours. The great day for apprentices, at
least in Oldham, was apparently Shrove Tuesday when all the boys had the
day off and could generally let off steam and enjoy themselves.

When they were 21, some apprentices were content to remain as Fitters,
others were more ambitious and went on to became officials in the
textile industry. In the early 20th century education was highly
prized and many boys signed on at 14 to attend the local Technical
College to do courses like City & Guilds, studying cotton spinning,
maths, English etc.

Same fitters, with the right qualifications and considered to have the
right characteristics, joined the select group who travelled to many
parts of the world, erecting machinery and often staying on for some
time to supervise the running of the mill. The machinery was, of
course, manufactured here and with that and so many new mills being
erected in Lancashire ther, it was a prosperous time. Perhaps in
retrospect it was short-sighted policy, but that's another story. And
if you do find a textile fitter ancestor who went abroad, don't forget



A .

those brave and practical Lancashire lasses who didn't hesitate to go

with their men to what, in those days, could often be somewhat primitive
conditions.

So far as payment to the apprentices is concerned, it would seem that
they were paid a kind of "pocket money" by the fitters for whom they
worked. Most of the boys would be supported by their parents who would
pay their daily fares to work etc. However, I am not certain as to
this and whether, as the boys became older and nearer the end of their
apprenticeship they were paid same kind of salary. I doubt it, from
what I recollect hearing, but the situation may have varied with
different firms.

On the whole, it seems to have been a hard, totally committed but
satisfying life as an apprentice fitter, with a good future, until of
course the depression of the 30's. It was during those years that my
father, then a mill manager, had ocne much sought after vacancy in his
mill. Two fitters, sadly out of work but both well qualified, applied
for the precious job. ~ One of these turned out to be a fitter who had
taught my father when he was an apprentice and bhad always been
especially kind, evenproducingabagofsweetsandanextrapennycn
Saturdays! Well, how happy my father was to be able to return this
kindness and help that man after all those years. There must be many
such stories to tell and perhaps same day scomecne much more
knowledgeable than I am will write a history of the lancashire textile
apprentices and fitters. I'm sure it will make fascinating reading.

Francis Drake was not the only valiant Englishman who stood between this
gsceptred isle and the Spanish Armada in the year of ocur Iord 1588;
thm:ghmrtthe].andbravem)nepttheirbeacons, ready to fire them at
thefirstglimpseofaSpanishsail. The keepers of the beacon on
Rivington Pike were no exception. "

Ton o'Dick's and Dick o'Tam's lolled in the grass with their heads
resting against the stout timbers that formed the base of the beacon.
It was hot, had been for weeks. The grass was dry as smuff. In the
blue sky above their heads the skylark warbled. In the West the Irish
Sea shimmered like molten silver.

miTe's alright for you,' I said to him," Tom complained, "but I've my
hay to get in."



"What did he have to say to that?" Dick asked.
"Bulls!i"
"Did he, and him a churchwarden!"

"No, bulls! 'How do you fancy having bulls running locse in the

street?' he said, 'because that's what it's going to be like if the
Spanish get here.'"

™o say nothing of all that greasy food," Dick added.

‘Tom drew on his pipe 'til it fairly glowed.

“The Spaniards won't come," he said scornfully, "He's just got the wind
up because same big nobs fram London are staying at Astley. He wants
to show 'em he's got the defence of the realm all sewn up."

"It's alright saying that; you don't know what it's like to have a
delicate stamach," Dick protested.

Tom took the pipe cut of his mouth and declared:

*The only difference it'll make to the likes of us if they do come, is
that the proclamation of taxes will be written in Spanish instead of
English and seeing as we can't read English..." He shrugged and tapped
his pipe out against a handy beam. =~ "I'm going to have 40 winks.
Shout if you see any Spaniards."

Dick remained on the alert, scanning the far horizen. The sun shone
like a Seville ocrange. Behind Dick's head wisps of smoke as blue as
Toledo steel began to curl up through the dry timbers of the bonfire.

The Spaniards never did get to Lancashire. The Armada arrived in the
English Channel on July 30th, 1588, and became involved in a series of
skirmishes with Drake's ships until August 8th, when it suffered .
significant damage and was compelled to flee northwards round the
: British Isles. Severe storms completed Drake's task and barely half the
i - Spanish fleet returned to Spain.

. Watch was kept at the beacon on Rivington Pike fram July 10th to Sept.

30th 1588 and that set the towns of Manchester, Bolton and Middleton
back by eight pounds, two shillings and eight-pence farthing.
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THE CENSUS RETURNS 1841-1881: Family history notess 2 -

It has often been said that genealogy has much in comon with crime
detection; certainly, inasmuch as tracing your ancestors requires a set
of clues to unravel a mystery, a range of skills and a .dogged
determination, there is a parallel. Indeed, one of the best books on

this subject, by Dr. Colin Rogers, is called The Family Tree Detective
(2nd edn. 1985 Class Gl).

If, then, Miss Marple, Agatha Christie's fictional amateur detective,
had turned her talents to genealogy, the results would have been
spectacular, and if, by way of example, we imagine Marple faced with the
following clues, how would she proceed?

Her ancestor, Elizabeth Evans, was barn about 1867 and is known to have
lived in Chorley in the 1880's as a girl.

Miss Marple's research has taught her that a census has been held in
Britain every ten years since 1801. Prior to 184l all detailed records
were destroyed and in 1941 the project was abandoned, owing to wartime.
The census of 1881 may be the thing she needs. At Chorley Library she
learns that the census on microfilm is kept in the Reference Department
for the years 1841, 1851, 1861, 1871 and 188l. An 1882 directory of
Chorley gives another clue: a family named Evans lives in Saint Thomas's
Road, and this could narrow her search.

To her disappointment, she learns too that the census, far fraom listing
everyone in alphabetical order, like a telephone directory, has the town
split into perhaps fifteen areas or enumeration districts, each one
split up again into streets and then households.

Undeterred, she finds St. Thomas's Road in the film and, to her delight,
discovers the name of Elizabeth Evans at the foot of page nine. As the
copy of the entry shows on the following page, the Evans family have
moved frequently and are not local to the area. Robert, the father, was
born in Liverpool and Elizabeth in Wales. The family group in 1881 is
clear and further clues lead to discovering the next generation:
Robert's birth in Liverpool in 1837 may be registered under both the
civil registration system and in a Church baptism. In either case she
should be able to find the names of Robert's parents. '

Miss Marple's easy success in this case is the kind we all hope for,
though many searches are more difficult and some occasionally impossible
to conclude. The value of the census lies in its showing family
groupings on one given night of the year; in theory, every citizen is
listed samewhere. -

H

LS

a,.
SF

‘later censuses will became available after 100 years; then, the 1891
‘cengus will be made public in 1992 and 1901 in 2002 and so on. They
‘were never intended, of course, to serve any but an official purpose,
‘yet they were good newsworthy items when fresh in the public eye. 1In
1891, for instance, residents of Standish Street dashed for cover when
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they saw an official carrying large blue forms; elderly ladies reputedly
grew younger in years and isolated examples of cruelty and neglect were
highlighted, such as the case of amllboyabandmdbyhilfﬂﬂyw
fend for himself.

The censuses currently available vary in quality and legibility. From
1851 the place of birth should be recorded accurately, while in 1841
only the county need have been confirmed. Ages, too, in the 1841 census
are rounded up and therefore less helpful than the true figure.
Occupations are often abbreviated, as in "F.S." for family servant,
while terms such as "Annuitant" for pensioner are generally obsolete
now. Canal bargees, however, are sometimes elevated to the status of
"mariners" and one enumerator for Heath Charnock helpfully wrote a
definition of each obscure occupation at the foot of the page, for the
benefit of posterity.

The census returns teach many lessons in social history and correct our
misbeliefs, such as the commonly held notion that pecple in the past
lived static lives. On the sample page 60% of the people whose names
are shown were born outside the area and this is fairly common, while
whole areas such as Standish Street housed an entire community of Irish

immigrants, from cotton workers to navvies.

There are now several excellent guides to using the census; almost all
general books on family history contain helpful chapters on this
subject, while Andrew Todd's Basic sources for family history Vol. 1.,
(Class Gl) is especially well written, and Eve Mclaughlin's The Censuses
1841-1881, gives a clear national picture. Indexes to the census under
surnames are rare (none currently exist for Chorley), but are being
published by enthusiastic family history societies, the index to
Blackburn (West) in 1851 being a good example. Shortcuts to finding
households can be found via trades directories which are frequently
contemporary to the census and the 1834 Poor Rate Index links well with
the 1841 census for Chorley.

Miss Marple's senses, keenly tuned to the criminal world, may have
momentarily been alerted by one page of the census for Chorley; the
enumerator, perhaps bored and assured of future anonymity, carefully
drew into the pages of his schedule a picture of an assassin's bamb,
fuse lit and ready to blow; other examples of docdles enliven the pages
elsewhere.

=
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THE COUNTY ARCHIVE RESEARCH NETWORK -

Lancashire is a county rich in history, legend and folk lore and the
number of books published about its history runs into thousands; yet a
good deal of lancashire's story remains to be written, waiting for the
enquiring mind of both professional and amateur historian to bring it to
the public eye. Beyond the realm of the printed word, the archives
held at the Lancashire Record Office are a huge storehouse of
qurmatmn, §tretching from the Middle Ages to the present day. Scme
of it demands specialist knowledge to even read it, either because of
the use of outmoded styles of handwriting or the use of Latin, sometimes
demanding a range of skills, but the unparalleled scope of the archive

collectiox_1 places it in a position as the foremost research repository
for the field of Lancashire history.

Lack of such special skills should not be a deterrent to the would be
user, however, since the staff at the Record Office are available to
help and guide you. A recently introduced 'Record Consultation Service'
is now available - just fill in the form available from the Record
Office stating your research topic and an appointment will be made for
you to discuss it with an archivist who will tell you what sources are
available and how best to use them.

Fittingly, the Record Office is to be found in the administrative heart
of the County, Preston, in Bow Lane, quite near to County Hall. The
map below shows you how to get there. It is open to the public on
certain days of the week, i.e. Tuesday, 10.00 a.m. to 8.30 p.m.
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.

Until this year, access to the Record Office was fairly informal, but
during 1988 an opportunity is being taken to involve Iancashire in a
‘network of county record offices, under the name of the County Archive
Research Network. Twenty record offices will operate a scheme of user
registration, from Cornwall to Northumberland, recognising tickets from
other members of the network. This can be especially valuable, for
example, if your family history research requires visits to other parts
of the country. In much the same way as a library user's ticket, it
will allow you to make use of archives, except that you can't take them
hame with you!

Regular users in lLancashire are being encouraged to enrol for a ticket
prior to 3rd May, 1988. The ticket will carry your name and address, a
serial number and the date of expiry, four years after the date of
issue.

In order to get a ticket you need to complete a registration form
(available fram The Lancashire Record Office, Bow Lane, Preston PRl 2RE

telephone: Preston 54868), and return the form in person between 10.00
a.m. and 12.00 noon or 2.00 p.m. and 4.00 p.m. If you can produce an
official form of identification, showing your name and address, you will
will be issued with a ticket there and then. Without a ticket you will
be unable to search the records at Preston from May of this year. The
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Reference Library at Chorley stocks a copy of both the gandlist of
axﬂﬂ:eeuidetof_ﬁm
give

Genealogical Sources (1986),Class Gl.,
Record OEflce (1986 edition), Class A04; these W
you a good ldea of what kinds of sources are available to the visitor
at the lancashire Record Office.

\ \X AG (MS8Tc.! M6 Te.32)
\ Blackpool. Lancaster
The North

Lancashire
Record Office

AS59 Blackburn

(M6 Junction 31

AS83
M6} Manchester)

Blackpool

* Record OFfics A6 (Mc d 2)
Chortey , Wigan
@ County Hall The South
. A Car park
s 3 Trafhic lights
AS82 Leyland NS One Way Street|




'ANDS OFF OOR 'ERO! -

The town of Chorley is about to lose its claim to its most illustrious
son and hardl)_{ anyone seems to care. Who are we talking about, you
ask? Well, if you trawvelled to New England on the eastern seaboard of
the U.S.A., any patriotic American would know his name. Ask his name in

Chorley today and most people react blankly to the name of Myles
Standish. Y v

Why is Chorley on the brink
of losing this famous son?
The reason is that several
attempts have been made in
recent years to disprove that
Standish was born at

and to arque a birthplace at
Ellanbane in the Isle of Man. °
The argument for this Manx
connection is a good cne, and
enowh to persuade the Manx
postal authorities to issue
camemorative postage stamps
in 1984. Yet lingering
doubts indicate that the
connection with Duxbury
" should remain.

The crux of the problem lies in the lack of firm evidence to prove
anybody's case. On the one hand, a 400-year tradition links Standish
with Chorley and on the other a careful examination of records by
antiquarians suggests a Manx association. Why all the fuss? If we go
back to the undisputed facts we learn that Myles, like many of his
generation, offered his services as a mercenary soldier with the army of
Queen Elizabeth fighting the Spaniards in the Low Countries. He fought
under the Veres, about the period from 1602 until the 1620s.

"When the twelve year truce was agreed to, Standish stayed at leyden,
and at that place became acquainted with the Puritans who had fled there
in order to escape the cruel persecution to which they had been
subjected in England"”. (McRnight: Myles Standish, 1901)

The Puritans are better known to us as the Pilgrim Fathers.
Effectively unemployed, Standish must have looked with relief at an
offer to act as military adviser to a group of Puritans who planned to
colonise a country across the ocean, peopled by ignorant savages who
were no match for a skilled soldier. This journey to America an the

Mayflower in 1620 is part of history, and their status in American
history beyond equal. Myles Standish is therefore regarded as cne of
the founders of America and a subject of naticnal pride and interest.



The settlers arrived in the bay of
Cape Cod in November 1620. They set
about building homes and clearing the
land for cultivation. Myles was
required to fight off attacks fram
the native Americans, as well as from
parties of French and Dutch settlers.
His first wife, Rose, died in her new
home and Myles remarried, his second
wife, Barbara, bearing him six
children. About 1630 Myles built a
farm on land about Captain's Hill and
died there on 3rd October, 1656.

s 3~
‘(6-2""..'” P
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He left the tools of his trade, a
good sword, iron helmet, textbooks
on military matters among his library
and a will which fuelled much of the
controversy about him.

"I give unto my son & heire apparent,
Allexander Standish all iy lands as
heire apparent by lawful Decent in
Ormistick  Borsconge Wrightington
Maudsley Newburrow Craston and the
Ile of man-and given to mee as right
heire by lawfull Decent but . :
Smtuous]_y Detained from mee my . srANDISH BETELLING TNE ATTACK OF TRR INDIANS.
great G(ran)dfather being a 2cond or

younger brother from the house of

Standish of Standish.”

warch 7 1655/6 (Probate May 4, 1657)

At this point we need to note that the parent branch of the family from
Standish (a Catholic family) had a number of sub-branches, principally
in Ormskirk and at Duxbury (a Puritan family).

Much family pride attached to cne's links with the parent family, but
inherited land fell into distinct groups and Myles' reference to this
land fits the Ormskirk line best of all. ,

. There are too, family ties with the Isle of Man which Canon T.C.
Porteus investigated some 60 years ago,but a fascinating sidelight is
that Croston people know well of an Isle of Man not across the Irish Sea
but in the vicinity, a farm on high ground protected from occasional
flooding. Could this be the same?
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'I‘he_ arsenql of arguments for and
against 1s  tremendous, relying

on truths, ' assertions and
guesswork, vyet  some points are
hard nuts to crack. Myles'

-home in America he named ’
now in the state of Massachusetts and
where a monument to him dominates the
town still. If Myles was born in
Man why did he then cross the world
to give a name to his new hame in

memory of an obscure
place in [ILancashire where his
distant relatives lived?

This point is sometimes countered
by a belief that BRarbara was born at
Duxbury and it is a memory of her
links with Lancashire.

Myles' descendants in America were
swayed by the Duxbury connection in
the last century. In 1846 a group
of them engaged an agent,
Mr. Bramley, to come to England to
press their case, He visited
Chorley, loocked at the parish
register of St. laurence's for 1584
and concluded that the entries had
been wiped clear with pumice stone,
quarrelling with the rector in the

process., At stake was not so much a

name or historical accuracy but a claim to the Duxbury estates, worth
millions of pounds at today's values, yet Mr. Bramley left
empty-handed. Charles Dickens wrote a gory account of how the church
was entered in darkness by burglars who bound the verger and defaced the
register. Even today, scientific tests fail to confirm or deny that
Myles' baptism is on the register. Perhaps the case will always have
roan for doubt, a mystery no—one can solve, but local interest is not
altogether dead. Tradition dies hard, they say, especially after 400
years and if Myles Standish is turning Manx, Chorley should be saying in
very audible terms, 'Ands off our 'ero!’
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NEW BOCKS

__r_______—l———l————'——_—____'-—-___—‘f

pals: the 1lth (Service) Battalion (Accrington) East Lancashire
Regiment, by William Turner. (wharnecliffe, 1987). '

A history of the Battalion raised from Accrington, Blackburn and Chorley
in World War I.

"I thought my head was blown in two. I was blinded with blood. I was
blown off my feet twice, but got up unhurt each time and carried on.
Suddenly I don't know how where or when, such was the clamour and
confusion, a piece of shrapnel went into my hand. It must have struck
the rifle at the same time. I just stood in complete surprise and
watched my rifle go up into the air, spinning over and over. My hand
felt dead..." .

Thus does Private Foster of the "Accrington Pals" describe his
impressions on the morning of July lst 1916 as he advanced with his
regiment into a storm of gunfire from the German trenches.

To describe Bill Turner's book as a labour of love might seem
incongruous in view of its subject, but it is love for a lost generation
that has inspired him.

Like reproachful ghosts they stare fram almost every page, these young
men in their uniforms. Anything less than this painstakingly
researched, admirably illustrated account of their journey £from the
cobbled streets of Accrington to the bloody fields of the Scmme would be
lacking in justice to their memory.

Camputers for Family History: An Introduction, by David Hawgood.
2nd ed. (Hawgood Computing, 1987).

For those pecple wary of modern technology the dusty byways of family
history research might seem a promising haven. No such luck. Even
here the camputers are taking over.

The Yorkshire Family Historian describes the book as a winner and
praises its clarity of exposition and depth of insight into the problems
pecple encounter when trying to fatham the mysteries of computers.

The book covers programming and software, data handling and word

processing and describes and evaluates genealogy ‘?pélckages that are
available.

Textile Manufactures in Early Modern England, by Eric Rerridge.
(Manchester University press, 1985).

‘ This is a carprehensive and scholarly history of the English textile
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industry during the years 1500-1760. At the time England was the
world's chief producer and exporter of textiles.

!; . Based on original sources, it sheds new light on woollen, linen and silk

' . weaving, on.alien immigration, domestic trade, industrial organisation
* and the origins of the industrial revolutien.

It is a detailed and i:evealing study of the combination of agricultﬁral,
. industrial, commercial and financial innovations that made England
R clothier to the whole world and fills a gap in our knowledge of the

e

P social and economic history of early modern England.
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QuIZ

1. How many cinemas were there in Chorley before the war?
2. Where are the Jubilee Almshouses?

3. Who was the "old lady of Market St."?

4. Where were the Mordant Works? '

5. In 1586 a Lancashire man set the country alight. who was he and
what did he do? .

6. What is a wfrizzer"?

7. vhen did the railway line through Withnell close to passenger
' traffic?

8. Who does this describe: "A Papist, a gentleman of singular piety and
parts”?

9. What were the three cycle shops in Market St. in the 1930's?

10. In September 1864 the people of Chorley gained two new sources of
enlightenment, what were they? ’

Answers to our last quiz:

1. The statue honours Sir. Humphrey Davy, whose great grand—-daughter
Ethel Davy kept a 1adies' clothes shop in the town for many years.

2. The population of Anglezarke.

3. The Chorley Borough coat of arms.

4. Blackpool.

5. william Grimshaw, born in Brimdle, became incumbent at Haworth
pefore the Rev. Bronte.

6. Tradition suggests Shakespeare spent some of his early years at
Hoghton Tower. The River Darwen flows nearby.

7.  Rivington Grammar SC 1.

8. 1In A.W. King's book "Paul Withnell", being pseudonyms for Blackburn, -
Chorley and Preston. )
9. A mineral water tonic made by Turner & Co.

10. William Baron.

~1b=



“T'he Flat Iron" is published by the Reference and Local Studies Library,
)istrict Central Library, Union Street, Chorley, Lancashire, PR7 1E8.

lelephone Chorley 77222/72223. Any correspondence relating to this or
‘uture issues should be forwarded to the District Librarian at the above

address.
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NEVER THROW AWAY A GRAVESTONE

by Eveline Alty

Richard Alty was there in 1841, at home on the farm at Rufford, eldest
son of his father Henry. He was 22 and an "ag lab" per census return.
The parish register showed his baptism in 1819, and those of his
brothers and sisters and those of his father and ancestors back to the
mid-seventeenth century. But after 1841 he just vanished - a Man
Without a Future.

The birth certificate of my grandfather Henry Alty gave his parents as
Richard Alty and Mary Ann, formerly Yates, and birthplace in November
1844 as Rufford, where he was baptised. The next information was his
marriage in Halifax in 1869, the certificate saying his father was
deceased. As the marriage of Richard Alty and Mary Ann Yates could not
be found either in the Rufford parish register or the General Register
Office index it could not be certain if Richard, my Henry's father, and
Richard, son of Henry of Sluice Fam, Rufford, were one and the same.
So my great grandfather remained a Man Without a Past.

Until, that is, a correspondent who happened to know of my problem
happened to be searching in Rufford churchyard on her own account, and
happened to nearly walk into a gravestone which turned out to bear the
name of Richard Alty who died in 1858. Could this be the lost one?
Excitement as one of his children also named on the stone was seen to be
Charles Yates Alty. Hope rose with a bound.

The Rufford burial register stated that he lived in Wigan and the Record
Office there quickly found his marriage at the parish church in January
1844 to Mary Ann Yates, daughter of Charles Yates of Wigan (so that was
why he went there). And yes, he was the son of Henry Alty of Sluice
Farm, Rufford. So found, and thrice welcome, was he.

The name of Mary Ann Yates, Wigan, was found in the appropriate General
Register Office index and the marriage certificate at last obtained. Oh
dear, yes, they had left Richard Alty out of the index - human error
(but he is in now, I made sure of that!) Without the gravestone though,
as well as kind Chance, I don't suppose he ever would have been found.
It is just as well that these clannish Altys, even when they moved out,
had to be Jbrought back and buried in the hare churchyard.




GHOULIES AND GHOSTIES

In the matter of fact light of day, surrounded by all the moderp
can provide, I can scoff at the

conveniences that science and ttichmmg%‘ said: "I'll believe in ghostg
tural as scornfully as the man who : n
supernatural a: y as on cold, dark nights, when the electric

when I find some ghost muck!" )
light falters unaccountably and the dead leaves come scuttling under the
door like awful insects, then I'm not so sure.

Introducing a oollection of ghost st_ories once, Denis Wheatley
that inspired by real danger; such as a

distinguished two types of fear: : .
snake poised to strike on your bedside table at night, and that caused
by the unexplained; such as a disembodied hand reaching out to you fram

the blackness. AAdd to the unexplained a hint of the bizarre and you
have something really chilling, like this story fram Clitherce.

It happened on the Longridge road, near Hurst Green. A traveller came
upon an old lady hobbling along in the dusk. She was quaintly dressed,
wore a huge bonnet and was carrying something rather like a cat basket.
Indeed the beast caused it to sway when it twisted round to stare at the

traveller through the wickerwork.

He passed the time of day with her and she nodded but never turned <o
look at him. Thinking she was shy, the traveller good-naturedly kept
her campany until their paths diverged and he wished her Good Night.

Suddenly she turned towards him.

There was nothing inside her bonnet! No face, no head, nothing but a
few greasy, grey hairs sticking to the inside of the material. Before
he ocould recover fram that shock, she opened the basket and her head
screamed out, eager to snatch him with her yellow fangs.

There are places in and around Chorley too that you might care to avoid
after dark. There's something that walks in Heapey Lane that's caused
more than one late night reveller to sober uwp pretty quickly, and
there's a ghostly lady that flickers through the headlights of cars
travelling along Highfield Road in Croston, threatening drivers with
heart failure. Anderton House has something which chills the mercury,
sends rocking chairs creaking backwards and forwards, and creates
pandemonium in rooms which become eerily still, the moment you open the
door to investigate. Chorley Little Theatre has a ghostly extra, and
Pongy Bridge near Coppull is haunted by a large dog with eyes like
saucers, or a beautiful woman surrounded by brilliant light, depending
on which stcry you believe. .

As you might expect with all those dusty volumes and brooding silences
Chorley library has its own ghost, but this one was in the building 1.n9
before the library arrived. In the days when it was a college, the
nightwatchman was doing his rounds one night, when he saw a man standing
behind the bar. The sight caused him to flee to his nightwatchman's
lodge, and there he remained until daylight. What was so frightening
about seeing a man doing a bit of overtime? Well nothing, but this
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particular man had died several days before,

: ir own ghost stories. My Dad never tires of
telling how he was walking to the mill early one morning, when he saw
his mate Fred lighting up hi

1s pipe on the corner. Fred always waited
there for my Dad. This morning he didn't.

He set off without so much
as a glance behind him,
"What's up with him"
Fred was walking as
sight.

oy Dad thought, hurrying to try and catch him, but
if the very Devil was after him and was soon out of

When he got to the mill, my Dad changed into his overalls and went to
the stores to see what Fred was playing at.

"Where's Fred?" he demanded.

"He's not coming in," said Billy the foreman, ashen faced.

"Why, what's to do?"

"His wife rang in. He died of a heart attack during the night!"

What about you? Have you got a ghost story to tell? Jot it down and
let us have it, We'll publish an anthology, if we get enough.




MONEY IN SEVENTEENTH CENTURY CHORLEY

by J Shaw, F.R.N.S.

The official small coinage from Saxon times was silver, ang in

. the
middle ages was coined as low as the farthing. These were very sml],
easily lost and few were struck.

In the reign of James I Lord Harrington was given a patent to Strike

copper farthings, but later this privilege was grossly abused ang they
were suppressed by Parliament in 1644.

With the execution of Charles I the exclusive Royal prerogative of
striking coins ended, and immediately town officials and tradesmen begy,
to issue copper tokens, without authority, but as stated on many of then
"for necessary change". These seventeenth century tokens formed ap
illegal money of necessity, but were the small change of the periad ang
were extremely useful to both issuers and users. They continued to be
the small currency of the country until a regal copper coinage was
started under Charles II in 1672, when the Royal Proclamation announcing

the new currency forbade the manufacture and use of tokens.

The tokens, mainly farthings and halfpennies, were made in thin copper
or brass, about the size of a modern 20p piece. They usually have the
name of the issuer, his trade or occupation, and the town in which he
lived. In addition they usually have the value, the initials of the
tradesman and his wife, and some design, often the arms of his trage
guild, a punning allusion to his name, or a symbol of his trade.

This token coinage was truly democratic, issued by the people for the

pecple, begun in 1648 to supply a public need, and ending in 1672 when
this need was no longer felt.

Although some 145 different tokens, fram 45
Lancashire, were issued,
and are worth many times
southern counties.

different towns in
these Lancashire tokens are very scarce today
the price of those issued in London and the

Chorley can boast of five citiz

ens who issued tokens, and, some 300
years later, their names are stil

1 cammon in the district.

1. Thomas Allanson
(farthing)




ixgwthendpa;;s:ha registers the baptism of his two daughters, Tabetha in
loas daed Hri in 1651, and the burial of another child in 1653 are

. s will, proved in June 1674 at Chester, describes him as a
mercer, and mentions his wife Bridget, his sons James, Thomas, Robert
and ‘_Edward, his daughter Priscilla, and his natural dau,ghtersf {3°th now
married, Ann Woodward and Tabetha Arderne. He had property in Duxbury

gggrf;’fley » and he left a legacy of thirty shillings to the poor of

2. Huwgh Cooper
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Hugh _ Cooper, wi_th property in Chorley and Carnforth, was a wealthy
and lmportant citizen. He was High Sheriff of Lancashire in 1657 and
his shield hangs in the Shire Hall of Lancaster Castle. At his death in
1682 he was buried in St Laurence's Church. He built alms houses in
Pall Mall for six poor persons (these were demolished and replaced in
1885 by new buildings in Ashfield Road). He made a bequest for twenty
shillings to be distributed to twenty poor persons annually on St
Thomas's Day.

3. Robert Dicconson *

The original family of Dicconson lived at Wrightington. Various members
of the family married into the ffaringtons of Shawe Hill (now Worden
Hall), the Walmesleys of Sholley and the Claytons.

4. Thomas Wasley




Thomas was a shoemaker, and his token shows _the arms of the Cordwainers
Guild (they used leather fram Cordova in Spain, 80 tWere call?d
Cordovaners, which became Cordwainer).  Tambstones in St Laurence's
in St Laurence's church yard list many of his descendants.

5. James Wolstenholme

Until the nineteenth century J was commonly written as I; so Iames for
James., Similarly U was always indicated by a V, so Hwgh for Hwgh.



BEWARE ‘THE JABBERWOCK

An American visitor to Chorley recentl r that our nation's
history is on display all the time; the {an?s‘;pied itself, our style of
buildings and architecture are
permanent reminders of the past.
Especially pleasing to visitors from
abroad, though everyday sights to us,
are the heraldic devices which we see
displayed on old buildings or in
stained glass church windows, even on
badges used by schools and local
authorities. We see them every day
_ and take them for granted, but how
- many of us know or guess what they
mean? A great deal of local pride is often attached to these symbols
and lately there has been some press interest in the change made to the

Chorley Borough Council motto. In recent months it has been amended
from "Beware" to "Be Aware" .

Sixty years ago the subject was in the lime-

light in scholarly circles, maybe due to the %
imminent celebration of the Jubilee of the

Council in 1931. Canon T. C. Porteus, an @
eminent local antiquarian, delved into the @
mystery of the ooat of arms with his :

customary zeal. He found that the stimulus
to acquire a coat of arms came in 1882
shortly after the creation of the Borough by

Royal Charter in 1881, and the result was the
display we have seen ever since. (2 WAR i

When Ernest Ashton, Secretary of the
Historical Society, wrote to the
exotically titled official, Aubrey J.
Toppin, Bluemantle Pursuivant of Arms, he
found that the coat of arms and motto were
somewhat ambiguous. Basically, the
Borough arms showed their derivation from
the arms of the Chorley family itself, a
distinguished local line dating back to
the Norman Conguest. Despite their visual similarity, however, the
mottoes vary widely: .

Chorley Borough Council: BEWARE.
Chorley Family: PROPOSITE TENAX, meaning “"tenacious of purpose".
"Beware" was formerly the motto of Chorley Grammar School, but altered
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by one headmaster, Mr Alcock, to match the (;lbrley family motto, perhaps
in lire with the vogue for Latin mottoes during the last century,

i rally believed that Mr Smethurst, mayor of Chorley in 1882,
i:slsreg:gﬁsiblg for the choice of "Beware", . though no expert ooulg
understand why. One offered several suggestions to gccount:. for the
motto when he was asked for his opinion in 1928, J.ncludlnq this tongue-
in-cheek reference to the "bluebottles" or cornflowers which appear on
the family and arms.

"It 'twere a bluebottle of Bzzzz fame, I coul.d understand npttc
"Beware", as all flies are supposed to be (1.e. house flies)
carriers of disease."

remained a stalemate.

Thirty years ago, oreover, Mrs Connie Monks, then mayor of the town and

later a distinguished Mp for Chorley, chose the motto as the subject of
her talk to a group cn one occasion.

values needed by any local authority, among them taking care of the
town, defending, being cautious ang taking heed. (In the old days many

a stern father would have issued a warning with the two words, "Take
heed"),

Mrs. Monks said that this meant concerning ourselves with the welfare of
other people and preserving or heritage,




IN THE STILL OF THE NIGHT

by Beth Pickup

The ancient parish church of Fuxton made headlines in an early
nineteenth century edition of "The Times". a perfect whisky still was
discovered in the foundations of the pulpit. In those days there were

?3’& i—}licit stills in Lancashire, but surely not many so ingeniously
iddens

The making of the powerful spirit was slow and laborious. Vegetable
roots, apple peel, sugar, treacle, yeast and potatoes were used in a
process that.maant_: chopping these ingredients (some perhaps purloined
from the family pig) very small, fermenting them for several days, and
after.heatmg them over a fire, allowing the steam to pass through a
tube into another vessel. No doubt a labour generating great communal
feeling and anticipation, not to mention much secrecy.

The discovery of the still was made by workmen doing general repairs to
the ancient church. They contacted two Custams and Excise officers as
soon as was possible in those days. The officers reached the village on
a Saturday teatime and their first call was at the vicarage. The vicar
at that time was an Irishman, noted for his generous hospitality, his
wit, and his ability to detain .callers. It was well past midnight when
they left the vicarage; too late, they realised that it was illegal to
ask the local Squire at Euxton Hall to sign a search warrant on a
Sunday. They had to wait until Monday morning.

Tales have been handed down about the swift and silent deeds done during
the night in the church and in the vicarage stables, and the spiriting
away of the still by loyal parishioners, although it was never proved
that the vicar had anything to do with the proceedings. When the
officers finally gained entrance to the church the pulpit received their
full attention, whereas the double-piscina and the singing priest's seat
went un-noticed. Despite their diligence the Customs and Excise
officers found nothing.

It has often been said that the workmen who made the discovery could not
have been locals. Who knows, the still may yet have been in its holy
hiding place? Ewven now, so many years later, sermons preached fram that
pulpit have got quite a kick in them.




The M.P. and the Poor Man's Loaf

i i ummer evenings the
the Pennine Moor on fine summe
i i i the setting sun reflects
i i th a ribbon of silver, where '
g?E 13)12 ZZtidagsd o‘ﬂ‘t"l the Ribble. Many moorland streams have thfelghesource
on these windswept heights, and rushing down the i;ntours 1? the mﬂ,
they lazily cross the Lancashire lowlands before ey empty e

Irish sea.

From the western rim of

i iver Douglas, are made up of several tributaries,
\?:ﬁén,lzieor,th;lagk Brook, %aggan Brook and Douglas itself, names with a
pedigree as old as time. The first settlers legrned to use those
tumbling streams to advantage; apart fram their obvious value as ready
supplies of fresh water they provided a source of fz."ee energy and here,
as elsewhere, they formed natural boundaries which everyone could
recognise.

During the Middle Ages water powered mills along the Yarrow ground corn
fram the farmlands of Chorley, Croston and Ecclest:_on; ‘by 1838 there were
nine cotton mills, employing 1800 people, along this river alone.

Clues to the nature of the past are in place names such as "Healey" or
"High Meadow"; indeed one historian claimed that a vast forest formerly
covered the area from Leyland as far as Bolton. At the beginning of the
Middle Ages Healey was a royal park, protected by boundary fencing and
guarded by the "parker", hence in time the Parker family of Bagganley.
When Robert the Bruce's invading army of Scots raided Lancashire in 1322
they burned Preston to the ground, perhaps Chorley too, but it is
recorded that the park of Healey was broken into and the cattle driven
off as booty.

Under the lee of Healey Nab, Eaves Hall, later better known as Crosse
Hall, was acquired by Richard Crosse in 1420. The esta*e passed down
B s the centuries. complete with a
1 . water mill at Crosse Hall Mill
Farm, where the mill race is still
traceable.

Often dismissed as no more than a
suburb of Chorley, this eastern end
of the town has a distinctive
history of its own, fram the Roman
remains at Heapey to the canal
builders of the 18th century, tales
oﬁ ghostly sightings, and a 1link
with one of thz giants of Victorian
England. His name was Richard
Cobdex} and, although he spent
relatively little time in the area,
he made his mark ang was often
fondly remembered in reminiscences
of old Chorley people. Cobden was
born in 1804 "in Heyshott, Surrey,
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the son of a farmer. He had a difficult early life, but by the age of
24 he had se_t W 1in business as a calico printer f{e leased a factory
at Sabden in 1831, enjoyed some success in his venture, then in
1838 leased the Crosse Hall printworks, which had first been' set up in
1786. Industry was not his only interest, however; politics and social

f:ﬁgun;‘. drew him into Parliament, campaigning for the Anti-Corn Law

WORKING MEN?
You pay a Tax of Tenpence

Upon every Stone of Flour you and your wives and
little ones consume.

If there was not an Infamous CORN LAW you and your Families might
buy TureE Loaves for the same money that you now pay for Two.

Upon every Shilling you spend for Bread, Meat, Bacon, Eggs, Vegeta-
bles, &c., you pay 4d. Tax for Monopoly. BES TR

DOWN, DOWN

WITH THE

Infamous Bread Tax!

The Corn Laws essentially had kept the price of wheat high to the
detriment of. the working man who paid a high price for his daily loaf.
Cobden's efforts were rewarded when the Laws were repealed but Crosse
Hall, at least, had suffered neglect and by 1852 the works, run by his
brother Frederick, was up for sale.

Cobden's outstanding qualities as an employer endeared him to the people
of Chorley: wages paid at Crosse Hall were as high as £2 a week and his
acts of generosity were legendary. Ore oldtimer recalled how a
colleague, when ill for many weeks, was still paid his wages by Cobden

himself.

The repeal of the Corn Laws was celebrated in style by his employees in
July 1846. They marched to the market place from Crosse Hall, led by
twelve men, each carrying a symbolic loaf on the end of a pole, but the
highpoint was Cobden's treat of a free trip to the seaside by the new-
fangled railway. 1400 people, men, women and children, led by two brass
bands (for the works bands were a source of great pride) enjoyed a fine
day at Fleetwood and ended their day with singing in the market square.
Each child wore a commemorative medal to mark its master's success.,
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The day passed into legend and on Cobden's death in 1865 many Chorley
people mourned his passing. The Crosse Hall printworks, left to decay,

was a gaunt ruin by his centenary year of 1904,

If you look for Cobden's name in a history of England you will fing
plenty about the Corn Laws, but it is worth remembering that this great
man once had a stake in local affairs. The only reminder of him stil)
to be found today is off Eaves Lane, where Cobden Street carries hjg

name,
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THE LOCAL STUDIES CLASSIFICATION SCHRME

If you go into any library you'll find that a large proportion of the
b?oks ;.t conta}ns carry mysterious code numberslaor? tk?eiofo spines. The
librarians obviously seem to know what they mean, but d& you? These
code numbers are shorthand symbols for the book's subject matter and
most of the libraries in the world today commonly use a system of
numbering called the' Dewey Decimal Classification. Mr Melvil Dewey
invented the scheme in the United States of America in the 1870s and
divided the whole of human knowledge into ten groups or "classes", hence

the numbers 000, 100, 200 and so on. 1 of : p
library use this stanéard system, All of the books in our lending

Mr Dewey's scheme is not ideal for all types of library oollections,
however, and special schemes are sometimes made to solve this problem.
Several years ago the Lancashire Library devised its own Local Studies
Classification Scheme and it has been widely adopted for regular use.

The guiding principle behind this scheme is to help you, the reader,
find what you are looking for.

For example, if a student wants to find books on the cotton industry in -
Chorley the symbol or "class number" to look for is M31COl. Imagine
this as a set of components, built up in this way:-

M = Industry M3 = Textiles M3l = Cotton
C = Chorley area COl = Chorley town.

Most subjects can be "classified" in this way quite easiiyfand you will
find that the Local Collection's books, pamphlets, photographs and plans
should carry these class numbers. At the enquiry desk. in.the Reference
Library a copy of the classification scheme, together with its index, is
available for readers to use.

The list of class numbers is alphabetical, as you will see in the
following list of main classes.

A General works, including directories and oollections of
photographs.

B Science and natural history.

C Geography and topography. o

D Architecture and planning, including buildings and development
schemes.

E General history up to 1900. Good for town and village
histories. _

F History of the twentieth centuries.

G Genealogy, biography and heraldry.

H Religion and philosophy. i _

J Religious denominations. Most church histories are here.

K Military history.

I Agricultural history.
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Industry .
Communications. Roads, rail, canal, air, radio and V.

Local and national Government. i
Health, welfare and living conditions. Pollution, population,

much social history in this class. ) .
Public protection., The police, courts, fire services etc.

Schools. L . o )
Cultural and recreational activities. Music, painting, cinema,

libraries and the Lancashire dialect.

Sports and hobbies. ) ) )
Customs and traditions. Everything from Morris dancing to

witchcraft, costume and legends.

KE Hnd OovZX

Just as the scheme tells us what subjects there are, it also tells us
what place a book is written about by the use of symbols for places.
The list for Chorley follows, but please don't assume that because there
is a number someone has written a book about that place - it simply
gives us a number to use when the book does get written.

Abbey Village C241
Adlington C15
Anderton C17
Anglezarke Cl19
Bretherton - Cl12
Brindle C23
Brinscall C242
Charnock Richard C06
Chorley (town) col
Clayton-le-Woods COo3
Coppull co7
Croston C13
Cuerden C04
Duxbury Cc011
Eccleston Cc09
Euxton CO05
Heapey C21
Heath Charnock Ci6
Heskin co8
Hoghton C25
Mawdesley Cl4
Rivington C18
Ulnes Walton Cll
Welch Whittle Co61
Wheelton Cc22
White Coppice Cl91
Whittle-le-Woods Cc02
Withnell C24
Withnell Fold C243

The essential way to look at these "components™ as class numbers is to
put the subject of the book first, followed by the place number,
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e.g.

Ml6 Cl91 = Leag mining in White Coppice
§3 C05 = Primary schools in Euxton,
E02 Cl4 = History of Mawdesley.

Each district of Lancashir
meaning that the Lancashire Library can catalogue and classify its stock

The GEAC computer catalogue may eventually list all items in local
studies collections, though for the time being card index catalogues
provide the most complete catalogues for users to check.

Cporley's_ local studies collection has several indexes, etc. to help you
find out if the library has what you are looking for.

A. Card catalogues of authors and subjects.

B. Card index to the Chorley Standard newspaper .

C. Sheaf catalogues to the Local Studies Collections.

D. Sheaf index to the Chorley Guardian newspaper .

E. Card index to subjects and class numbers of photographs,
drawings etc. P ’
Whatever system you need to use, please ask for help from the staff if
you have any difficulty in finding what you are - looking for.
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IN MECRIAM, ALBERT STRINGFELLOW

of being a librarian is the people you meet i,
?:Ir: ggurﬂ;: :fes;o::pewzii. Localg history enthusiasts, for instance, are
often untrained in the academic sense, but they make up for any lack of
training in their dedication and lively search for anything about thej,

locality as it was in the past.

i indivi . He had a thirst for
Albert Stringfellow was one such 1nc"11v1dual ) : . '
interesting stories about Chorley's history, whllch, canbined with hjg
insistence on factual detail and accuracy, made him a pleasure to meet ,

Much of his research was geared to the east side of Chorley, the area in
which he grew up and which he knew intimately. He often said that
walking through an area turned wp clues all year round. In 1985 the
results of some of his work appeared in print when he published "Where
the Saints have trod", his history of the parish of St James.

Like Shakespeare's Autolycus he had a knack for finding "unconsidered
trifles", snippets of information which, put together, made sense of the
jigsaw of history. He learned, for example, that Healey and large
chunks of the east of the town were in a Separate manor fram Chorley in

the Middle Ages, perhaps accounting for the Separate sense of identity
the area has.

His untimely death on 29 June 1988 at the age of 62 prevented him from
ever writing a piece for "The Flat Iron". We hope, however, that he
would have approved of the account of Richard Cobden.

Speaking for the 1library staff we shall miss Albert's courtesy, his
kindness and ready praise, and, most of all, his gentle humour .

HES L S op
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. BOCKS
ABOUT HORWICH: A HISTORY OF
(Nelson Brothers, 198g) THE AREA FROM EARLY TIMES by M D Suith

The author's earlier work "Leverhulme's Rivington" has already achieved

the status of a standard work on ; ;
i th :
promises to do the same for Horwich . e subject, and his latest wvolume

larger subject ang apologises for a . s
. ¢ omissions. Such fears are
understandable, but in thig instance mirgiylaced. The book is a treasure
;:fh?st .of photographs, maps, drawings and information. Particularly
ective is the use of old newspaper advertisements, posters and the

reproduction of the stark redundan ti i 1. of
Wallsuches Bleachworks in 1933 ¥ noties dssued to employees

EXPLORING BOWLAND AND THE HODDER by Ron Freethy
(Countryside, 1987)

The Trough of Bowland was a daunting place at one time. William Camden
ventured there with dread and a trust in Divine providence. It was the
highway into England for marauding Scots and the Lancashire witches were
taken that way to be executed at Lancaster.

Today it is entirely different, and on a fine day the cattle grids
rattle incessantly under the wheels of passing cars, and the wayside' is
littered with picnickers.

Ron Freethy takes us along the River Hodder from its source above Stocks
Reservoir to its junction with the River Ribble, visiting such charming
villages as Chipping, Whitewell and the delightfully named Cow Ark on
the way.

FRESH AIR AND FUN: A BLACKPOOL MISCELIANY edited by Bob Dobson and
(Landy, 1988) Doreen Brotherton

As packed with poems, essays, anecdotes and snippets of history as the
Golden Mile on a sunny day, the book attempts to give something of the
flavour of Britain's best known seaside resort. Everything is here fram
the story of Blackpool's V.C. winners to accounts of crime in the town,

from memories of lodging house life to the story of famous shipwrecks.

They came, and still do, from all over Yorkshire and Lancashire to
Blackpool, some better prepared than others. One .story relates how a
large family on Darwen station waiting for the train to Blackpool were

greeted by a porter who asked:

"What's tha getten in t'big tin trunk?" and received the reply:
"Tripe, eno’oo for tiweek for seven on us.”
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2.

3.

10.

What was the Musee Standish?

How long is the Leeds/Liverpool canal?

Who was "Owd Occy"?

What connection has Peter Rabbit with Chorley?

How many blacksmiths were there in Chorley before ‘the war?
When did trams stop running in Preston?

When did Blackpool Illuminations start?

When did Lord Haw Haw came to Cnorley?

What does the motto on the Lancashire County Council coat of arms
mean?

325 years after the threat of invasion by the Spanish, there was a
fire burning on Rivington Pike. Who 1lit it and why?

Answers to our last quiz:

U W N

L

HWOYoJugon
Do s o »
.

5

Crocton

Mrs Septimus Fowler, who used to run the Chorley Guardian office.
Acid works at Botany.

Hurprrey Brooke, a Liverpool merchant, who sighted the Spanish

Armada on their Way to the Netherlands and raised the alarm two
Years too soon. '

Insolent girl.
1960.
Richard Chorley.
Bayman's, Daniel & Hesketh's, and Woolley's
Erection of the Big Lamp at the junction of .Market Str
eet and
Mall, and the Chorley Standarg began publication, and pall
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THE FLAT IRON

"The Flat Iron" is published by the Reference and Local Studies
Library, District Central Library, Union Street, Chorley, Lancashire,
PR7 1EB. Telephone Chorley 77222/72223. Any correspondence relating

to this or future issues should be forwarded to the District
Librarian at the above address. '
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INTRODUCTTON

Confusion reigns! Several weeks ago a lady visiting the library

asked if we were giving away irons, as her friend had said we were;
she settled in the end for a copy of the "Flat Iron", muttering
darkly as she left about folk saying what they meant.

With issue no. 4 we regretfully place a nominal charge on copies of
our newsletter; rising production costs have meant that we now must

pay our way. We hope that readers will not be deterred from reading
the "Flat Iron" by this change in policy.

Issue no. 3 (Winter 1988/9) was the last to appear under the guiding
hand of Alan Duckworth, our Reference and Local Studies Librarian,
who not only conceived the idea of a newsletter, but also christened
it and enlivened it with a certain style and sparkle. Alan has
recently moved to a new local studies post in Hyndburn, where he has
been working on an Accrington version of the "Flat Iron”, called
"The Brick". We wish him every success.

In Alan's place at Chorley we welcome David Shuttleworth who has
moved from Burnley District Libraries, and is already making a lively
and vital contribution to our Local Studies Library in Chorley.

When the '"Flat Iron" was first planned we hoped to make it a medium
for local history enthusiasts to tell some of the best local history
stories in their own words, and in previous issues we have been
fortunate to have published some fine contributions from a number of
people; the scope is wide enough to feature lots of new material, so
if you have a priceless article about your village or some
fascinating character dig it out of the attic and send it to us.

Our address is:- The Flat Iron
Chorley District Central Library
Union Street,
CHORLEY N
Lancashire PR7 1EB



TALES OF OLD EUXTON (1)

mm——

by Beth Piclup

In 1301 Edward I granted Robert de Euxton (Robert Holland of Euxton
a charter for a market to be held every week on Tuesdays, also a Fair):
to be held every year on the Feast of St. Barmabus.

Euxton Burgh, as it is shown on old maps, was mainly agricultural
with sevex:‘al other small occupations, In 1715 James Harrison hit the
J‘ackpo_t with a haul of twglve magpies, earning himself the princely
sum (in those days) of sixpence. It was even more profitable to
catch urchins (hedgehogs) as these were worth one penny each.

We had, among others, handloom weavers, cloggers, tanners, bleachers,
blacksmi ths and bakers. There were excellent home brewers at some of
the outlying farms, where people coming in to market called for
refreshment. Any organized industry was, usually, found down by the
river Yarrow at Pincock, where there were six mills.

Pincock is well worth exploring. It is off the A49 on the border of
Fuxton and Charnmock Richard (anciently known as Charnmock Goggard) and
just beyond and across from the Methodist Chapel. At this point the
A49 was once known as the New Road. Go down Pincock Brow, on the
left is a lane (the Old Road) going over an ancient bridge and
leading back to the A49. This lane is part of the old Roman road
from Ross-on-Wye to Bamber Bridge. It was near this bridge that a
highwayman stood, waiting for umwary and wealthy travellers going
through by coach. He is reputed never to have been caught as his
horse was so surefooted and swift, and the locals told no tales.

Back to Pincock Brow go right here along Pincock Street, the only
street in Euxton since Club Street was demolished. Bright, modern
bungalows are at the start of the street but once there was a busy
commnity housed in sturdy, stone cottages. All the people on one
side of the street were related to those on the other side, in all
about thirty close-knit families. Most of the men had nicknames, for
example, the Halliwells were known as Dippers.

Pincock had its own imn The Millwrights' Arms known locally as
Th' Owd Cog Wheel, due to the fact that the im sign depicted a cog
vheel. It also bore the arms of the company of Millwrights and old
Euxtoners say it had the mark of the Pincock Flood on its chimney. A
culvert on the Yarrow collapsed in 1837 causing extensive flooding.
Remains of the mill race can be seen as a depression pqrallel wn..th
the river. Grinding wheels from the Corn Mill are most likely bungd
to the right of the footpath. The late Mr. Cyril Wallbank and his
family were a great authority on these matters.

There are- still some well-preserved cottages down Pincock. Two of
them, Riverside, where paper was made, and Waterside where it was



dried, once housed the earliest paper works in England. It was in

existence betwee
referring to it: n 1611 and 1766, Herewith a copy of a doctument

TO THE JUSTICES OF PEACE ATT WIGAN, OCTOBER THE SIXTH 1651

'The humble petition of Jane Dobson

, a poore, aged and impotent
woeman. Most humbly showeth that her husg::d, Ric%hard Dobson, was
painful laborer and belong to the paper mills in Euxton. Whoe
r(rilaxptalned ,your poore, aged petiitoner in a competent lawfull wage
uring their 11v1.ng together but now is lately taken from her and
prest for a sowldier into Ireland, by reason whereof her maintainance
is taken fro[n her and shee in present daunger to bee starved to
death. May it please your worshipps to give order that the parish

Aughton for whom hee - was prest, shall allowe some competent
maintainance. '

Other industries included a nail factory, weaving and spinning sheds,
corn mills, and a bobbin mill with working waterwheels. Local people
called at the 'bobbin shop' for scrapped bobbin ends. The late
Mrs. Wallbank (a mine of information) said, 'We geet our arms-ful for
a copper or two, they were champion for leetin' t'fire.'

As late as the 1940s a waterwheel was still in existence and one
cottage has an arch showing the site of a wheel.

The construction of a motorway, although necessary, caused tremendous
upheaval. One casualty, not to mention rare wild flowers, was a
building known as Sparrow Hall. Going under the motorway takes us
past the old 'bobbin shop', now an attractive dwelling house, and we
emerge at Mill Lane. Another self-explanatory name. It is important
to point out that the entire length of way, from Pincock Brow off the
A49, straight through to Mill Lane, is a Public Footpath.

Go left on Mill Lane, crossing the river by footbridge and the
boundary of Euxton and Charnock Richard. Further up the track and on
the left is the site of Commissary Farm. Up to the 1940s this
historic building, which surely shodld have been preserved, was in a
sound enough state for interested parties to inmspect, both upstairs
as well as downstairs. Now, apart from a pear orchard, nothing
remains.

This farm was commissioned to be used as a food supply store for the
Government troops going North to Preston during the Jacobite Rising’
of 1715. Hence the farm becoming known as Commissary.

Returning from the site of this farm, go back into Euxton again over
the footbridge. A stile and gate on the left leads to land known as
Chorley Hounds. To date, enquiry has not led to any explanation of
this term. Where hunts held here? However, here is the site of the
nail factory. The river at this point is worthy of investigation. A
millrace is evident.



On Mill Lane is the oldest building in E

i : uxto fter the Parish
Gurch,  This .fannhousg 1s known aSg Annetridi:g’. : 'I'f\Zre are many
fggxgi ngof aspfllellng but Est fone meaning. Armet - hermit, riding -
ri . aring in the forest, § i
the hermit lived. It is genera Ty © this was an open space where

. . beli pace,
secluded life. This was not always ieved that a hermit lived a

the case. Some hermits lived
where paths crossed, as ours did, and were an auth

: i t
go, safely and in the right direction. OFity on the vay to

The area around Armetriding has seen much activity, especially during
the Civil War. During this time John Armetriding was appointed

'Enig%g' A shooting also took place by one of Cromwell's troopers
in . .

The correct datestgmg for the house is high up on the North wall.
H.A. - Hugh Armetriding 1570. The datestone set in the wall by the

laneside was put in. in recent years and was found in neighbouring
fields. It is inscribed:-

RICH AR
Q $0OH
NS 1662

Meaning ): Richard Johns (Jones)

After Armetriding, at the end of Mill Lane is Dawbers Lane. An
obvious description of the local builders' craft of wattle and
daub... but Dawbers Lane is another tale to be told another time.

= Tt

MD STRON 'fﬂ'“w{'
OE MAKE M|

o
s e i — iy

T g




GHORLEY - A HUNDRED YEARS AGO

by David Shuttleworth

~ocay local papers like the "Chorley Guardian" provide local news
coverage which when microfilmed and stored becomes a unique record of
local life; a record increasingly valuable as time passes. However,
thmgg were different in the late 19th Century; there was no radio or
television to offer an alternative source of news. In fact it was
only in 1889 that the telephone came to Chorley. That year the first
exchange was 1n Chapel Street and the Post Office Directory for 1889-
1890 lists the local industrial subscribers. Due to the lack of news

commmications therefore local newspapers carried national and even
lnternational stories.

ﬁprll 1889 produced a typical range of stories, On the 6th April the

Chorley Guardian" carried a report concerning a hurricane in Samoa.
This violent storm wrecked nine naval vessels and drowned 150
sailors, _although a British naval vessel HMS Calliope managed to
escape without loss or damage. It is interesting to note the speed
of commmications in those days. Despite "the telegraph" it took
some three weeks for the story to appear in the "Chorley Guardian".

A second internmational story in April concerned H.M. Stanley's
expedition to Africa. The explorer 'had written to the Royal
Geographical Society and the Chorley Guardian records the text of the
letter in the process of informing its readers of ‘the geography of a
previously unexplored area of the dark continent.

On the national scene the main stories concerned politics. Weekly
articles reported proceedings in the Commons; but the major and
continuing story concerned the hearings of the Parnell Commission.
This was investigating Charles Stewart Parnell an Irish M.P. and a
leader in the movement for Irish Home Rule. A letter had been
printed in the "Times" purporting to come from Parnell and excusing
the murder of two politicians in Dublin in 1882. The amount of
coverage given to the case suggests that Irish affairs were as much a
matter of public concern then as now. Another matter of continuing
public concern is the economy, especially the annual budget
proposals. The editorial comments of 100 years ago find many echoes
now; e.g. the need for an equitable distribution of taxation and
disputes over the amount of duty to charge on alcohol. A case of
"plus ca change, plus ca reste la meme chose". .

However it is to local events most of the readers of a century ago
would have turned. Many of the stories under the heading
"Local Police News" one would expect to find today; drunkenness,
disorderly behaviour, matrimonial disputes. However, there are cases
of men being fined for obstructing the highway .with .thelr carts, and
leaving them unattended whilst quenching their th}rst in a handy
hostelry! One unusual case concerned a youth being summoned for



"throwing snowballs in public thoroughfares"; and a second youth was

sumoned for using a section of the ide.
Both are cases unlikely to be broughtpz‘ég':;?t (Park Road) as a slide

Chorley Council was involved in a public enquiry concerning market
rights and tolls. Commissioners were visiting the town to
investigate the workings of the local fairs and markets. The
articles covering the enquiry highlights the discrepancies in the
rights of Chorley residents and outsiders, and also between
wholesalers and retailers. 1In the event the council seemed to be
making & reasonable profit from the market; approximately £600 p.a.
for the last three years. The paper records that the council paid

Henlz(-yt Hardman Fazackerly £5,305 in 1874 for the right to hold a
market. :

April saw the commencement of the new cricket season, Chorley United
played their first fixture away, to Winstanley Park at Wigan. An
enthralling match ensued. Chorley batted first, and after a dreadful
start, Holt, Critchley and Rogerson their first three bats all being
dismissed for ducks the middle order scraped together 21 runs. A

final flurry from Ashurst (8), plus 1 extra gave them an all out
total of 35.

Winstanley made a good start Rigby and Horne scoring 17 of the
required runs between them. However three wickets for Rogerson and
two run outs dramatically altered the balance of the game. The game
ended with Winstanley having their last two men at the crease, both
not out 0 and the scores level,

Finally "strange but true" stories have been a feature of papers
since they began and April 1889 provided an example of this genre.
The story concerns a resident of Burnley who died through swallowing
his false teeth. Whilst in bed this unfortunate man had a fit of
coughing and swallowed his false teeth and their accompanying plate.
The doctor was called and attempted to rescue the plate, but was
unsuccessful. Liverpool hospital, where the patient was taken,
declared that an operation was inadvisable and %o for the last four
years of his life the man subsisted on beef tea.




NEW BOOKS REVIEWED:

AUGHTON, Peter: North Meols and Southport

Published by Carnegie Press 1988

Some books about local history are frankly dull, some mildly
interesting and a few sparkle with a real love for the subject and a
cracking sty}e of writing. You'll have guessed by now that
Peter Aughton's book falls into the final category. The author is a
lecturer at Bristol Polytechnic with local roots in the Southport
area and'lf you thought Southport was all promenade and Lord Street,
lo9k again at the fascindting historical background, with smugglers,
shipwreck and the heyday of the Victorian seaside holiday. Well
illustrated, this 224 page volume also has good family trees for
local families and a copy of the Hearth Tax Return of 1664, with an
excellent guide to place-names. A hard act to follow!

FITION, R.S. The Arkwrights: Spinners of fortune
Published by Manchester Univ. Press 1989

There was a time when all history teachers felt obliged to list the
giants of the Industrial Revolution and their inventions; I for one
got them all mixed up until much later on from my schooldays 1 found
out that Arkwright had an early mill in Chorley, much to the
annoyance of the craft workers of old. They laid siege to his works
and the great man took the hint; he moved to Nottingham and pressed
on with factory-building, and making his fortune.

There will probably never be another book to rival Mr. Fitton's
monumental history of the Arkwrights; the author died before his
work was complete in 1987 but the history was brought into Print by
the University Press. At £40, this is outside most people's price
range, but it's a sumptuous record of a family who rose from
obscurity in Preston to the height of British Society.

GILLIES, A.D. Wigan through Wickham's window
Published by Phillimore 1988

In the Victorian age photography was the plaything of the amateur,
but it was used to enormous advantage by people like the
Rev. William Wickham, vicar of Wigan St. Andrew's, who recorded in
loving detail scenes of daily life in Wigan in the twilight years of
the last century. There are the conventional views of new
buildings, street scenes, public events, all in superb visual
quality, yet the richness of the collection is in the shots of
everyday life, from pit-brow girls and miners to street traders and
the poor. It should become a classic.



HODKINSON, Ken: OLd Chorley "in the footstens of Hileon
Published by CKD Press 1988 steps of Wilson

Back to home ground with Ken
informative guide to old Chorley.
some modern photographs, the book i

Chorley has changed. There are excellent street maps to pinpoint the
places of interest and a lively, fact-filled text to back up the
visual material, all thoroughly researched. Now that sumer is here
the town trails could form an alternative walking adventure,
remembering all the while that Ken has based his book in the
footsteps of one John Wilson, 1859-1918, who probably knew every inch
of these trails in his daily routine as a postman. John, however,
was more than that, he was a keen and gifted amateur historian who
wrote and published a number of books about Chorley, most notably

Chorley Church (1914), arguably the best written history the town has
ever had.

Hodkinson's very attractive and
Consisting mainly of period and
llustrates in graphic detail how

I suspect that John Wilson is up there somevwhere, nodding approval at
the book which so fittingly remembers his name.




THE "FLAT IRON" QuUIZ

Quiz nm'nbetr" f& of the "Flat Iron" sees a few changes from our previous
1o P s =

+5SUES.  we ve included some Lancashire questions on this occasion

and for those unable to wait for the next issue the answers are at
the end of this edition. Good luck!

1. Can you name three

pubs in Chorley's past with '"religious"
connections?

What was the old mickname for someone from Chorley?

3. How did Fleetwood get its name?

4. "The boy stood on the burning deck" is a famous line by a
Lancashire writer? Wwho?

5. How did clogs come to Lancashire?

6. Where in Chorley was the '"War Office'?

7. Which Lancastrian wrote the longest poem in the world?
8. Where in Chorley would you have found Tubby Langton's?
9. Who was the last Lancashire Protestant Martyr? )

10. Back to pubs again. Can you name three Chorley pubs with
"royal" connections?




THE OPENING OF THE FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE

There aren't many opportunities for a librari

addition to the library scene; this, I'm glad téagayto i:eiggmif ath;w
For several months now the opening of the Family Hi’.story Centre has
been eagerly awaited by family history enthusiasts, but it has proved
to be worth waiting for. The Centre, run by the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mormons, in layman's terms), is situated
in the church bulldm_g on Water Street, Chorley, just :;t the bottom
of Chapel Steps. It is one of a chain of similar centres up and down
the country and _extending to other overseas countries. The
Chorle)f Centre, which opened in April, will be a magnet for family
historians from all over the North West, and will complement the

Rossendale Centre, which established a high reputation in this field
a number of years ago.

When is the centre open?

Thg Family History Centre is open to the public on Wednesday and
Friday of each week, from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. and from
6.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. Anyone intending to use the centre is advised

to book in advance, either by telephoning Chorley 69332 or in writing
to:-

The Genealogical Librarian,
61 Hilton Avenue,
HORWICH
Bolton, BL6 5RH
Please remember to enclose a S.A.E. with your letter.

What does it contain?

Ironically, it houses very few books, but the real strength of the
Centre lies in the wealth of microfilmed information both available
on site and accessible on order by researchers.

The services to be found on site are these:-

1. The International Genealogical Index (IGI)

The IGI, as current jargon calls it, is an indispensable tool
for genealogical research in Britain by family historianms.
The 1988 edition contains over 120 million names worldwide on
sheets of microfiche. For England, each county is given a
separate section, under which surnames are t.hen arranged
alphabetically. The system is easy to use, quickly learned
and with luck can take you back to the 16th Century for some
surnames.

-
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6.

The General Library Catalogues (GLC)

The GLC refers to the library run by the Church at its HQ in
Salt Lake City, Utah, USA, where all of the major records are
securely stored for ever. The Church has been collecting
material for so long that this collection is unrivalled in
its scope and usefulness. The Catalogue can be used to find
out if research has already been done.

Directories

Maps, gazetteers, etc., are available on microforms, to order
for the world.

Research Papers

Genealogical research papers are categorised in this
collection on microfiche. '

Family Registry

At some time in research everyone wonders, hopes, or pleads
for somebody else who might be following the same line of
research as themself and the Registry is intended to answer
just that question. Lancashire and the North West were home
to many of the original Mormon settlers of North America, so
there is a very good chance that someone in the Church may
have followed up Lancashire family trees. Because an
individual's interests are registered and that person
expresses a willingness to be contacted this is an easy way

to save time and effort and perhaps contact a long-lost
relative!

The Index to Civil Registrations

Not so many years ago if you were conducting any serious
research into the recent family past, and needed access to
birth, marriage and death certificates you were obliged to
travel to London, make you way to Somerset House and wade
through huge volumes of the Index. That is no longer
necessary, since many regional Centres now stock the Indexes
on microfilm (our own Harris Library in Preston currently has
the indexes from 1837 to 1966 inclusive). The Family History
Centre in Chorley already has the Index of Marriages from
1837 to 1903 inclusive on microfilm and.-may acquire the
remainder in due course. Having traced an entry in the Index
you then order a copy of the Certificate in question from the
appropriate Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths, but
not from the Centre itself.

11



10.

11.

12.

130

12

Records available on film - to be ordered

Zhi Family H%story Centre can order for researchers several
ategories of documents on microfilm for use locally, at a

monthly cost of £1.65 for hire of the microfilm. The range
of material is as we see below:-

Miscellaneous film

Boyd:s Marr?age Index 1st and 2nd Series - introduction.
Boyd's Marriage Index, 2nd Series 1800 - 1837.
Indian Census Rolls, 1885 - 1940,

Index to the Scottish Records of Births, Marriages and
Deaths, 1885 - 1891.

Census records

Chorley antral Library can only provide the census returns
for the district of Chorley for the years 1841, 1851, 1861,
1871 and 1881. By means of the order system a census reel

for, say, Penrith in 1851 could be hired for use in Chorley
for one month.

Parish Registers/Bishops Transcripts

There are microfilmed copies of more than half of the
Parishes of England represented by Parish Registers,
etc., while registers for Wales, Ireland and other countries
are also available.

Nonconformist records

The Public Record Office in London has on deposit the
registers of 2888 chapels of nonconformist denominations;
these too may be acquired on order.

Irish records

The Index to Births, Marriages and Deaths, 1845 - 1958 as
held in the Ireland General Registry Office.

Probate records

Wills and how to track them down is often puzzling. - The
indexes in this category cover almost all of the pre-1958
courts and also the principal Probate Registry Indexes,
1858 - 1957, giving access to thousands of probate records.

Other records
This group includes records of Apprenticeship, Merchant

Seamen, Military Records, etc., and Migration, Emigration,
Family Histories, as well as Personal Journals.



The Personal Ancestral File (M)

If you thought that family history research was entirely to do with
dusty reference books or poring over manuscripts with a magnifying
glass, this last service offered by the Mormon Church will prove you
wrong. The Personal Ancestral File (TM) is a software programme
designed for home computer use. There are a number of these
available on the market from various sources nowadays, but the P.A.F.
is produced for APPLE, MS-DS and CP/M computers. It has a range.of
sophisticated techniques for collating genealogical data with

printout capability and the possibility of saving a lot of headache
in assembling information of this sort.

Why was the Family History Centre set up?

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints embraces the belief
that family life is vitally important; they further believe that
families remain bound together forever and this lies at the root 9f
their zeal to trace the history of their own families. _Their
expertise is unrivalled and let's face it, their basic 'generosny.m
making so much information available to anyone else is too easily
overlooked. The Chorley Centre is run by voluntary staff and helpers
who may not be skilled in genealogy, though they can put you in touch
with professional researchers. They are keen to help family

historians in Lancashire and the Centre is a most welcome feature of
Chorley life.
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THE FLAT TRON MARKET: A SHORT HISTORY

by Jim Heyes

I wish I had £1 for every time I've been asked to explain the origins
of the Flat Iron Market in Chorley. It crops up, regular as
clockwork, endlgss'.ly puzzling the locals and newcomers alike. I must
admit, though, it's an odd name to bestow on a market but there it is
and it does have an interesting tale to be told.

The bare bones of the story are simple to tell: Chorley is a market
town and has been, as they say, since Adam was a lad. I think the
simplest explanation is that the market has been on the scene for so
long no one bothered to question it not being around. There just
aren't any records of who started it all - some traders met to
exchange goods for coin or barter and, hey presto, you've got a
market. The oldest inhabitants were here in the Bronze Age and the
Romans came after them and left, so the first real settlers seem to
have been the Anglo-Saxons who gave us the name Chorley in the first
place. It seems likely that. the origins of the market will have
started before the Norman Conquest, though Chorley was not recorded
in the Domesday Survey, in contrast to Leyland which gave its name to
the whole Hundred, a sort of mini-county. The village of Euxton had
its own market in the Middle Ages, though lost it in later centuries.
Chorley's market was first referred to in 1498 when a case was
brought before the law courts to establish by what right this
privilege was enjoyed, for in those times it was common for a monarch
or the local lord of the manor to grant a charter of formal rights to
hold a market in a town and this case merely sets a landmark rather
than a starting-point. If Chorley had a charter it has disappeared
now; certainly the lordships of the manor of Chorley seesawed from
one group to another over hundreds of  years, eventually being
reunited under one lord at the .beginning of the 19th Century.

From Tudor times there are regular references to fairs being held
here, four annual ones in fact in 1825. You could go to the fair on
26th March, S5th May, 20th August and visit the September fair held on
4th, Sth, and 6th of the month. This was an annual jubilee, a great -
boisterous lively binge, a market fair for cloth and provisions,
spiced up with sideshows and amusement booths. The quarter sessions
papers often refer to the excesses of some fairgoing revellers and
the punishments they were given. By the Regency period Chorley Races
were held at the same time as the Fair, along an impromptu racecourse
across the Stump Fields. The local gentry pitted their horseflesh
against that of their neighbour's and betting spilled over into the
side events such as cock fighting and foot races. The centre ot
local life and focus of activity then was still the Town's Green
(behind the present Town Hall). an ideal open space around the Market
Cross: the name Market Street, moreover, reminds us how the old
market elbgwed out of the Town's Green onto the main street, perhaps
as lines of stalls erected along the top of Market Street towards the

14



Parish Church of Saint Laurence i
: . Markets, fairs and celebrations all
went hand in hand, the colourful aspect of the daily round.

Year in, year out, Tuesday's market day would come and go, as traders
lgsgled for the best sites, farmers ¥rom near and f;i would spend

eir coins and all manner of goods and produce were up for sale in a
magical mix of noise, colour, excitement and vitality. The records
of these markets are maddeningly scarce. By the 1820's the new lord
of the manor by the name of Fazackerley, decided to exercise his
rlght to change the market - he built a new market square behind the
main street, as well as a new access street bearing his name. - Around
the Market Square buildings sprang up, shops, pubs, houses, some of
them still part of the present scene, such as the Market Tavern and
Fazackerley Arms (whose rainspout dates it to the late 1820's). He
built a low circular stone bench to concentrate the sales of fish

trgders. which appears on older maps as the Fishstones, parts of
_which can still be seen at Astley Hall.

During the last century Chorley grew by leaps and bounds, and the
market grew accordingly to serve an expanding population. This fact

alone may account for the compulsion which later made the market
expand onto the nearby cattle market.

The area which we mnow call the Flat Iron only acquired its name
during the present century. In all the time up to the 1850's it was
simply the Clough, a valley lined with woods along the banks of a
stream overlooked by an old farm. The stream which crossed the site
came from the higher ground above the railway station and eventually
passed through the ground of Chorcliffe House before it then joined
the River Chor. It was a part of the town which belonged to the
country, a green limb of the rural world probing into the edge of the
urban townscape, where boys hunted for rabbits even in the last
century. Somewhere about 1867 rubble was used to fill in the
"alley" and as a result the land was levelled off; a change of name
followed the new use of the land - it became the Cattle Market,
which we can still visualise in an old sepia photograph of the
1880's, showing a group of traders, and the Imperial Hotel in the
background.

In the last quarter of the 19th Century the usefulness and central
character of the Cattle Market were proved on many occasions. It was
a "natural" for fairs and circuses, military parades and a large open
space for groups like the Blue Ribbon Army to address the population. .
In the summer crowds would gather to listen to the Artillery Band,
sending their lilting notes over the rooftops of the town, a sort of
Victorian pop concert! o

Mr. Myers' American Circus was on the market site in the 1890's when
a real Victorian entrepreneur saw the future potential of the theatre
"in this location. George Testo Sante acquired the building,
remodelled it, gave it a new lease of life and the Grand Theatre was
born. For twenty years this theatre cum music hall was the favourite
venue of a generation, until the show came to an end one tragic night

. in March 1914. A stray flame set off the blaze which reduced the
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mﬂdbu’l}hledlggasg atﬁharred wreck overnight, If he ever planned to
fntentions. for S ‘t e Great War prevented any development of his
in the ail.: - it alns esg.lgd in 1916. By the end of the war change was
fcked up lorries ch 1d that some of the Manchester market traders
P Lik s cheaply after the war, enabling them to get to
places like Chorley more readily than before. They alread ghad a
re&‘c-‘llar mari-\ket;' on Shude Hill in their home city, where the gickname
léﬁz s:;: lsarﬁe Fl?t Iron” and by adoption the Chorley market took on
Chorley s arked f]fgs also speculated that the sale of flat irons in
backwa¥ ds ?logic OSOmetE:\venasr?aeid btll-'\: tI'tthink this is an unlikely
. * at 1 3 .
m_)tlceably flat, in contrast to the restgc:)tf 1&?0:12.;8 f rggrllzeeén%vzg
with a flat iron! So much for the past. The future is still in the

melting-pot, or on the drawing boards of the developers who would

transform thi ]
o is cormer of Chorley once again. After the Flat Iron,

THE, PACKET BOATS

BETWEEN

PRESTON AND LAN CASTER,
WILL BROIN
ON MONDAY THE THIRD SEPTEMBER, 1804,
TO STOP® AT

THE CANAL BASIN,

REAR TRE

CHAPEL-YARD, IN PRESTON,
They will ake in and deliver l}m’r Parcels ond Passengers.
e SR I
A SITUATION SO CENTRAL & CONVENIENT

TO THE

TOWN AND TRADE OF PRESTON

1t is hoped will prove a great Inducement to public
Enconragemant, snd nothiog will be wanting on the Part
of the Propfictors to continue & strict Attention to the
Convenience of the Passengers, and the safe and expeditious
Conveyance of the Parcels intrusted to their Care.

RS e

Presion, aoth dugust, 1804,
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CANALS -~ THEN AND NOW

Black tideless rivers contrived by man,

Curving to the contours of green valleys
And meadows summer-sweet.

Rising and falling to the stern control

Of heavy-gated locks.

Past bleak industrial mills

Now derelict with sad blind eyes

Where windows once glowed at dusk.

No more the slow procession of barges
Laden with cotton, coal or clay;
Long gone the sturdy horses

Plodding the tow paths drawing them
On ropes deceptively slack.

And bargees at the tillers

Burned brown by summer sun and wind
Or blanched by winter's icy chill.

Narrow black tunnels piercing the hills,
Arching head-high, dripping slime and fear.
The dull thud of clogs on ceiling and walls
When 'legging' was the only power to reach
The distant pinpoint of light ahead.

But water life's diminished, banks crumble,
Deserted save for anglers patient as gnomes
Bent over rods, brooding unmeasured time away.

Now, the scene's transformed, all's restored;
01d loading bays are welcoming marinas

Gay with bunting and flags all a-flutter

In the breeze. 0ld barges emerge newborn
With gleaming glass and bright new paint -
Pleasure craft for leisure cruising ~

To a muted phut-phut-phut of power.

A gypsy life on those old waterways.

W. Doyle
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ROUND THE FLAT IRON

1 remember in days long past

When farmers came from miles around

To a cattle market in the heart of town.
The noise of cattle, sheep and pigs,
The rich earthy smell of manure,

A tender innocence of wide-eyed calves
All gathered in sturdy pens.

But the farmers don't come here any more.

At Whitsun came the Chorley Fair

With the steam organ's raucous blare
Splintering the air with brassy din.

The stiffly-jerking marionettes

Beating time with sticks and drums,

And horses leaping endlessly to nowhere.
Boxing booths and coconut shies.

But Chorley Fair doesn't come here anymore.

Next the cheap-jacks with stalls piled high

With pots and pans under flaring naptha lamps,

'I'm not asking this, nor that, nor yet a penny, see,
But you can have this lot for half it's costing me.'
Folks crowd round to hear their cheerful patter,

And watch them sliding plates from hand to hand;
Courting couples come seeking bargains.

But the cheap-jacks don't come here anymore.

Then some facetious wit renamed the place
And called it the Flat Iron.

Why? Nobody knows to this day!

Now the stalls are set it tidy rows,

And it's lost some of its magic.

Strange dark faces with stranger tongues
Have found a place to sell their wares,
Textiles and clothes - you name it!

Fruit stalls piled high with pyramids of peaches,
Oranges and pears. The scent of flowers,

And kerbside pedlars call passing folk to buy.
Alas, the Flat Iron's sadly shrunken now,

Yet, somehow, every Tuesday

This old market comes to life again

To hear the homely sound of Chorley folk

All shopping on the Flat Iron.

*
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SPEAKING GRADELY

by Jim Heyes

Where T grew up in the 1950's it was still an everyday event to hear
Lancashire Dialect used all about me; older people generally spoke in
n9th1ng but d}a}ect and we all used certain dialect words and phrases
without realising that there were Standard English equivalents.
Children in the school playground absorbed a wealth of language which
they would never have learned inside the classroom, and no doubt it

was the same in every school from the Mersey to the north of
Lancaster, :

When I got to secondary school there were attempts to correct our
ways in elocution class, "mekkin' us talk proper'; it was fine while

it lasted but instinct and familiarity soon dragged us back to the
warmth of what we knew best.

In time I came to realise that there wasn't one dialect for all of
Lancashire but a baffling range of subtle variations. George Bernard
Shaw's fictional Professor Henry Higgins could deduce any man's
hometown from the way he spoke, but there really were experts like
him, such as the wartime German Professor in the Great War. Scouring
the POW camps he found three Tommies with different Lancashire homes
and made a scholarly study of the differences between Heywood,
Preston, etc., in regional dialect.

Over the last thirty years Lancashire Dialect has taken some hard
knocks; it may not, indeed, survive past the end of this century.
Television and the media have widened the horizons of us all and,
outside the limited world of Coronation Street, dialect is markedly
unfashionable. In time it may become like the Cornish language, an
anachronism which you can only study in book form. Still, whatever
the present and the uncertainties of what it is to come the pedigree
of Lancashire Dialect is impeccable. When the first Normans arrived
they were probably greeted with "Na then!" and other Saxon remarks.
Blended into the dialect, however, are strains of old Saxon, Norse
and even Celtic words, a flotsam and jetsam of language washed up on
the shores of the 20th Century.

BRAT; for example, meaning.an apron, derived from the Ancient British
word for a mantle.

HOO, properly used to say she, from Anglo-Saxon.

BROCK, an alternative name for the badger, still crops up in many
place-names, such as Brockholes, an old name from the Celts.

Very commonly in Lancashire the word Clough appears on maps, meaning
a wooded ravine, with a parallel in the Icelandic word Klofi.
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BRANT. meaning steep, is again found in
Brant —ID-‘ ) place names; Brantfell
rantwood, for example, coming to us from the Norse settl’ers. )

Dialect today is a shadow of what it used to be; in Victorian times
dozens of writers produced poetry in dialect; dialect clubs and
societies flourished; a sure-fire hit for an evening lecture was
humour in dialect and one man who was a master in this dialect art
was Joseph Baron (or Tum o' Dick o' Bobs), who published a
"Lankisher Dickshonary" in 1907, a humorous, witty and homely
collection of dialect words which he defined not in Standard English

but 1'r'1 dialec':'t.' Our Lancashire version of Dr. Johnson tackled the
word "Jannock” in the following way:-

"Chaps at are really Jannock are herd to find. Th' payson says as an
owd Greek filosofer co'd Dodgy Knees used to gooa up an' deawn' i
his own country lookin for 'em wi' a lentern; aw axt payson iv th'
chap ever coom across any, an he said he dudn'd think he ever dud."

" " . . . :
The "payson” or parson figures large in Baron's dictionary; he's a

sort of Aunt Sally for a bit of leg-pulling, being the educated chap
who thought he knew everything.

You can't argue with Baron's logic in the next one: "Galluses",
braces - things to fasten yo'r treawsis up wi', an' it's rayther
orkard iv th' only one breyks when yor'e dancin a polka at a perty."
Despite his good humour, occassionally Baron lets fly at pet hates
such as his neighbours in the following:

NEBBUR (neighbour). This is generally th' chap as:lives
next door to yo', an’ th’ song tells yo' to love him as
yo'rsel’; but yo' corn'd olez do as songs tell yo ony moore
nor yo' con do as th’ Bible tells yo' abeawt yo'r nebbur's
heawse an’ wot’s in id. Heaw con vo' love a nebbur as
comes a-borrowin’ yo'r Pemmerton four-feet coyvle (a big
bucketful) an’ brings vo' sleck back (a little bucketful)?
Same wi’ tay; they fotch a big cupful o’ three-an’-sixpenny,
an’ bring back a little cupful o' one.an’-eightpenny. Then
they keep hens as geds into yo'r back-verd mekkin’ o
soorts ov a mess, or else into yo'r gerden scrattin’ o th'
seeds an’ plants up; an' to cap o thev keep a dog as
barks o neet, an’ freetens yo'r childer i'th’ daytime. Love
sich fooak! Aw’d sooner try an’ love a pow-cat, or a

; laffin’-hyena-—a lot sooner.

Baron's successors down the years include the late Alan Cobham who
wrote "A glossary of Lancashire words as spoken in Mawdesley'.
Cobham came from a farming family in a rich farmland region of the
Lancashire county; it's no surprise then to find his dialect peppered
vith words reflecting life om the land.

"Acker sprit', for example, not a nautical term, but potatoes held
back in growth during a dry spell.

"Sivv", meaning a scythe.
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] . .
'Gillivers", a word used to describe wallflowers.

M t i
] 1 N 1 . W r pl;(').duce mercl‘\ant 'Y has 01

?he "payson"  appears again as '"bowster heead" a swell-headed,
ignorant person.

One Mawdesley dialect phrase which must be an old one is "pantles',

or nooses plaited from horse hair to catch larks, whether for sale in
the markets or to go into the pot.

Every part of Lancashire had a variation on the "standard" dialect;
fortunately, sound recordings have been used for the last thirty
years to preserve the real sounds of speech in the county, for mno

written word can properly convey the richness of a speech that was
old when Chaucer was a lad.

John Thompson of Chorley gave a lecture in 1886 at the Reform Club

taking dialect as his theme, entertaining his audience with snatches
of rhyme and story, such as

If Rivington Pike do wear a hood
Be sure the day will ne'er be good.

Who needs the weatherman now? He related too a verse he heard on the
Cattle Market from a temperance lecturer,

Them that buys beef buys bones,
Them that buys land buys stones,
Them that buys eggs buys sheds,
Them that buys ale, buys neawt else.

All in all, what a pity it would be if it disappeared from our daily
lives. If it did, we would still turn to Baron for the last word.

"Gawm', notice. Ne'er gawm him means tek mo nooatis on him. Olez
remember this when onybody bigger nor yorself wants to feight yo', or
when sumbry wants to borrow hofe-a-creawn'.

PAYSON (parson). But aw hev a bit ov a word to put in here,
for id seems to me as his lot isn'd gooin’ abeawt their
werk th’ reight rooad Theyll fo' eawt wi one another
for mext to mowt—nay, theyll spend so mich time fo'in’
eawt among thersel's tell they've not so mich time left for
Jookin’ after their fiock. Wod they owt to do,” booath
Cherch an’ Independents, is to gooa into th’ fooaks’
heawses an’ tawk to th' fooak sensible like; nod olez to
be prayin' an’ preychin’; teych ‘em to be sowber, an'
heaw to save. an' nooatis their childer a bit, an™ interest
the'rsel’s i’ them as is eawt o werk. But wod ther do
NEAW is to gooa an’ see ‘em for five minits, tawk to ‘em
as iv they wodn'd touch ‘em wi' a clooas-prop, an’ neer
gawm ‘em when they meet 'em i'.th' street; th' onl_)'- advice
they give is “read th’ Bible an’ say yo'r prayers. They
worn’d towd at fost to do things this way.
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The _bil_'i.t_rg in Weld Bank Lane : '
inn sign clearly shows. . a bishop's formal headgear, as the
The Seven Stars, Eaves Lane. This very old pub name, used also

in Standish, commemorates the sev
r1¥. Christian fathers. en churches founded by the

ea
The "Vatican" is not truly a pub name but a nickname, applied

to the Wheatsheaf (now the "George') in St. Thomas's Road,

because it was said to ‘be the favourite of some of the
parishioners of nearby St. Mary's.

The MaEEies is easy, describing the strip worn Chorley FC.
Less obvious are Chorley Bobs, believed fB) come ?::om the );team
loco of the same name in Victorian times. Chorley Currans
coul? be a version of currants, without which Chorley cakes
aren't the same. More spurious nicknames which no local would
wish to use are the Mallet-heads, to explain the daft legend
that Chorley new-born infants are belted with a mallet, and the
worst of all petty-door bangers - enough said!

Sir Peter Hesketh Fleetwood owned a tract of land populated
only by rabbits. In 1836 he developed the site at the mouth of

the Wyre as a port and the citizens named their town in his
honour.

These well known words introduce the poem "Casabianca', written
by Mrs. Felicia Hemans (1793-1835). Mrs. Hemans was born in
Liverpool as the daughter of a merchant and was highly regarded
as a poet in her time.

History says that wooden clogs ‘were brought to England by
Flemish wearers who settled around Bolton 600 years ago. They
already wore wooden 'sabots', vastly superior to amy local
footwear, but local conditions meant that clogirons had to be
added to the soles to protect them.

The "War Office" was the nickname given to the Hare and Hounds
pub in Standish Street. ‘Though now a commercial street, it was
once heavily populated and had a reputation for hard knocks.
The pub apparently well earned its dubious epithet.

John Fitchett, born in Liverpool in 1776, wrote a poem on the
life of King Alfred, running to 130,000 lines, thought to be
the longest poem in any language.



8)

9)

10)

' "

f?"bby Langton's works were once in Cheapside, where the

fim Started in 1867. Don't be misled by the name -

hr' Langton was not known for his bulk, but for his business -
€ was a cooper, making tubs of all shapes and sizes.

Roger Holland of Sutton was burned at the stake in Smithfield,
London, on 27th June 1538, during the reign of Queen Mary.
Despite his early dissolute life he became a devout follower of
the new Protestant faith and paid for it with his life.

Take your pick from a number of names still around today,
such as:- .

L
':Royal Oak' - a popular pub name for the Stuart cause.

Duke of York" - in Bolton Street and remembering the nursery
. rhyme hero.

Prince of Wales" - in Cowling Brow, probably named after
" " Edward, Prince of Wales, later Edward VIII.
"Crown W Chapel Street - an easy one.

Queens'" - still in Chapel Street, built about 1867 and a fine

Victorian building

Pub names which have gone but are worth remembering include:-

"White Horse" - once at the top of Union Street, and a
Hanoverian emblem.

"Imperial" - still in Union Street, celebrating the great days
of the British Empire.

"George" - mnot the present pub, but the building used by

Yates' Wine Lodge and recalling four Georges.

"Prince Consort" - once in Market Street and marking the

popular status of Albert, Prince Consort to

Queen Victoria, who was herself commemorated

in the PUb situated in Lyons Lane -

"Victoria'.

ANSWERS TO QUIZ NO. 3: WINTER 1988/9 ISSUE

1)

2)

What was the Musee Standish? '
A museum, dedicated to Frank Hall Standish of Duxbury. He was
both a devoted Francophile and avid art collector; after his
death the collection remained in France.

How long is the Leeds/Liverpool Canal?

The Leeds and Liverpool Canal, 127 miles long, took 46 years to
build from coast to coast. It reaches a height of 487 feet
with 92 broad locks.
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3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)
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who was "Owd Occy"?
The Stanley family, Earls of Derby, always claimed ascent from

the legend of the Eagle and Child, in which the infant

Occleshaw was seized by an ivi
found the fortunes of a éynast;?gle’ Surviving long enough fo

what gmmection has Peter Rabbit with Chorley?

Beatrix Potter, creator of the immortal Peter Rabbit and a
wealth of characters loved by children the world over, lived in
the Lake District for most of her life, She was also a
descendant of Mr. Abraham Crompton, banker, of Derby, who

bought up the estates of the Chorley family after they were
forfeited in the Jacobite Rebellion of 1715.

How many blacksmiths were there in Chorley before the War?

In the town of Chorley there were five, respectively
Messrs. Daniel, Fairclough, Hardwick, Stock and Wall.  The
number of horses is something we don't know!

When did trams stop rumning in Preston?
The last tram made its final journey between Deepdale Road. and

Garstang Road on 15th December 1935. It was then sold off for
the bargain price of £16.

When did Blackpool Illuminations start?

The first record of these is 22nd June 1897, when five
Corporation tramcars sported coloured lights to celebrate
Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee.

When did Lord Haw Haw come to Chorley?

William Joyce, nicknamed Lord Haw Haw, addressed an election
meeting on behalf of the British Union of Fascists at Chorley
Town Hall on Guy Fawkes night, Sth November 1935.

what does the motto on the Lancashire County Council coat of
arms mean?

Concilio in consilium, translated from Latin into English
means, wisdom in council. .

325 years after the threat of jnvasion by the Spanish, there
was a fire burming on Rivington Pike? who lit it and wh_y?.

The fire of 1913 was lit as a protest at the visit to
Lancashire by H.M. King George \Y I?y a Suffragette named
Edith Rigby. ~The building she set fire to was the Bungalow

owned by Lord Leverhulme. Mrs. Rigby's better known neice is
the Lancashire poet Mrs. Phoebe Hesketh.



THE FLAT IRON

BAR;
BE P

|
t

.

R
G ]
£512

ISSUE No S
SPRING 1990




"“The Flat Iron" is published by the Reference and Local Studies
Library. District Central Library, Union Street, Chorley, Lancashire,
PR7 1EB. Telephone Chorley 77222/72223. Any correspondence relating
to this or future issues should be forwarded to the District
Librarian at the above address. .



Introduction

D T T

A Local Link with the Jacobite Rebellion
by David Shuttleworth

000 000c00c00000000000000e

Take a Walk from Euxton to Eccleston
by Beth Pickup ....... secees .

eecsccecece seescee .

'Chorley Firsts' - The "Flat Iron" QUiz .e..... ceseane

A Lifeboat on the Canal
by Enfys Gates .ceevveee ceesens

All Human Life is There
by Jim Heyes

General Election Results since 1885 cecececcvcccacccss
General Election Results since 1951 ceeeececrccnceces .

Answers to "Flat Iron" Quiz - 'Chorley Firsts' .......

12
16
17
18



INTRODUCTION

Welcome to this the fifty issue of the 'Flat Iron', I hope you will find
the range of articles interesting and informative. A charge was made for
the last issue, but despite this all copies have been sold, This is very
encouraging and I believe reflects th

. e deep interest people in the Chorley
area have for their local history.

May I take this opportunity to remind you that the library staff would
welcome articles from you, the readers, on any topic of local studies

interest. This applies not only to Chorley town, but the whole district,
from Adlington to Cuerden and from Mawdesley to Hoghton.




A LOCAL LINK WITH THE 1715 JACOBITE REBELLION
by David Shuttleworth
One of the fascinating aspects of 1

discovery can lead to others and supe
and people are drawn together,

ocal history is the way that one
rficially unconnected places, events
An example of this 'drawing together'
occured recently. The starting point was a cutting from the Chorley
Guardian, filed under the heading "Commissary Farm". This unusual name
aroused my interest; and led me from the valley of the Yarrow west of

Euxton, via t}\e' Jacobite rebellion of 1715 to the fate of one of Chorley's
principal families.

The article in the Chorley Guardian had been written by local historian
Mc. George Birtill and he suggested that the name "Commissary Farm'"
originated from events during the 1715 Jacobite rebellion. A certain

General Wills was leading a government force from Wigan to Preston and had
used the farm ...

"to provision his troops"
Baines in his history of Lancashire (volume 4 page 246) says:

"...designated Commissaris which name it derives from having
been used by government, in the rebellion of 1715, to suPply
the King's troops with provisions on their march to Preston'

Graham Thomas suggests an alternative reason in the December 1989 edition
of "The Lailand Chronicle".

..... Commissary Farm is named because of the consignment of
arms housed there during the Civil War".

Certainly the buildings at the site were recorded as dating from the 17th

Century. The survey of listed buildings taken in 1962 says of the
Farmhouse and barn: .

"19th Century and later. 0ld timbered portion has partly new
brick infilling, stone base with cellar, plastered and wall and
deep overhang to stone-flagged roof. Present kitchen block is
of stone and brick, with a ladder up to loft and a six-light
stone-mullioned window... Old barn renovated 1839."

Sadly the farm buildings no longer exist they were demolished by the
Development Corporation in 1973. A detailed Look at the history of the
farm and its occupants would comprise an article in itself; for the present
let us consider the question of the name and the reasons for it.



mzs%?; F‘;aesm;: ‘zafs I}f’(‘-ated on Mill Lane, off Back Lane approximately % of
vas where ‘the ; Incock Bridge, I mention Pincock Bridge because this
Ogilby's 'Bri TAN Toute from Wigan to Preston crossed the Yarrow.
811Dy s t;.tanma (1675) contains a plan showing the route and river
c;ot}s‘smgsé. 3gley and Hodgkis describe the area as being open pasture land
with a8 lew small hamlets. However the land was, even at this time,
considerably enclosed With hedges and ditches. Therefore the question
should be asked why this farm should be chosen to provision the government
troops. Euxton lay about a mile up the road, Welch Whittle less than two
miles behind. The answer may be in the nature of the road itself.
Contemporary accounts say the road was "notoriously bad". It consisted of
a strip of rough cobbles 4 - 5 feet wide with the rest of the road being
gravel. Repairs were carried out by local people on 6 days a year, when
stone, cinders and earth were used to fill in the potholes and ruts. In
the Autum, (the campaign was in November), the condition of such roads
would deteriorate making progress difficult. General Wills' force was
mostly on horseback and the paved area would only be wide enough to allow
two horsemen to ride abreast. Perhaps he divided his forces to march on
parallel routes so his column of march was not too long. It may be a
column.s}:opped at Commissary Farm before descending to ford the Yarrow near
Amet_n.dmg Farm. The ownership of the farm may have influenced the troops
to visit it. The Andertons were well known catholics and in the 19th
century they owned land in the vicinity of Commissary Farm. Sir Francis
Anderton was with the rebels in Preston and this could have been a
deliberate raid. However, there seems to be no documentary proof that the
farm was used for provisioning, Ware certainly makes no mention of it, and
the time quoted by Ware would allow little time for halts. Government
forces were keen to leave Wigan at daybreak (about 7.30 am) and General
Wills met the Reverend Woods at Cuerden at about 10 o'clock in the morning.
The main government force was said to be at the Ribble bridge at Walton-le-
Dale at 12 o'clock, a distance of c15 miles from Wigan,

Regarding the use of the farm as an arms store, this seems unlikely. The
area was known to be sympathetic to the Jacobite cause and General Wills
would require all his forces at Preston. Commissary Farm is at least 7
miles from the likely battle site at Walton-le-Dale; too far away and
vulnerable to use an an arms store. .

Why was General Wills marching to Preston anyway?

The. Jacobite rebellion of 1715 was one of several attempts made by the
supporters of the Stuarts to return theni to the throne. . James II had been
deposed by the 'Glorious Revolution' of 1689, Monmouth's forces being.
defeated at Sedgemoor. In 1691 Hunt and Threlfall had tried to raise local

sympathisers to aid the campaign in Ireland. nHowever, this plot failed
" when William III won the battle of the Boyne. Nevertheless support for the
Jacobite cause continued with many local men of standing toasting "the King
over the water".



"’I'he. gentlemen soldiers minded nothing but courting and
dancing.

This delay, not resisted by the civilian commander Forster enabled the
government forces to concentrate against him. The government forces were
directed by John Churchill, Duke of Marlborough and he organised two
forces; one under General Carpenter advanced on Preston from the North
East, and the other under General Wills from the south via Wigan.

The battle of Preston in November 1715 was a small scale affair but it
marked the end of the rebellion in England. General Wills advanced on
Preston on the 12th November and around noon crossed the Ribble unopposed.
After deploying his troops and dismounting some of his dragoons he resolved
to attack the Jacobites in Preston. They had barricaded the main
thoroughfares and garrisoned the houses and buildings and therefore the
government forces encountered heavy resistance; suffering approximately 200
casualties for no gains. Following this reverse General Wills decided to
surround Preston and await General Carpenter and his force of 2,500 men.
In spite of their tactical victory the Jacobites were inactive and after
General Carpenter's arrival and the strengthening of the investing forces,
negotiations for the Jacobite surrender were started. On the 14th November
the terms were agreed and the final act of the rébellion began.

Amongst ' the many prisoners were several prominent Lancashire men, Ralph
Standish, Sir Francis Anderton, Richard Towneley, Charles and Richard
Chorley. In addition many labourers and tradesmen from Lancashire were
taken into detention. . The full range of local support can be gauged from
the volumes of 'Lancashire Papists Estates" published by the Record
Society, With the exception of the Chorleys, (Richard had fallen ill at
Wigan and he and his son went to Liverpool instead), the main captives were
taken to London for trial. Infirmity did not save Richard Chorley. He was
tried on January 21st 1716 and executed in Preston on February 9th. His
son Charles was also tried on January 21st, but he died in prison before
the sentence could be carried out. In all 28 men were executed after the
Liverpool trials, more were condemned but their fate is unknown. Ware
tells us that in addition about 1000 of those taken prisoner at Preston and
housed in Lancashire jails.
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