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INTRODUCTION

This issue launches a new venture for Chorley Library.
Appearing on an occasional basis "Flat Iron" will contain articles
on local history and family tree research. Information about
new acquisitions such as the Mormon Index, explained on page

/ » and a review of buoks recently added to stock.

We hope the publication will assist all students of local
history from beginners to the more experienced. We hope as
well that future issues will contain contributions from our readers.
whether in the form articles, comment, or stories and ancedotes
of old Chorley and the surrounding areas.

We look forward to hearing from you.



ANY OLD IRON ?

The similarities between the rag and bone man and the

local history librarian may not always be obviocus, but both professions

have an eye to the value of items many people are happy to
throw away.

Any "totter" shrowd cenough to have hoawrded the cast offs
of yestoeryear: the ocarthenware bottles, the broken toys, the
"hiduous" Victoriana will be sitting on a fortune today. The
librarian is intcrested in riches of a different sort.

All students of 1lncal history quickly learn to appreciate
the tradc directories produced in the 19th  century. They're
invaluable .for tracing ancestors and building up a picture of
bygone communities. Yot at the time they would have been regarded
as telephnne books are today and discarded as soon as they were
out of dete. Few have survived.

Who bothers to kcep any of the trade bills, electioncering
pamphlets and information leaflets that cascade through our letter
boxos these days? A hundred years from now they could provide
vital clucs abcut the way we live and work, so ty cohuld the
family phstographs, papers, letters, postcards and diaries, which
are ~ften thrown away, particularly aftor bercavement.

A timcly donation »f material to the library today might
help gonerations of local history students to come.



SCOTCHMAN'S STUMP : AN ACCOUNT OF THE WINTER HILL MURDER
OF 1838. By D. HOLDING.

Winter Hill was shrouded in mist on the morning of November
Sth 1838, but that wouldn't have bothered fcorge Henderson,
a packman travelling for a Blackburn draper. IHe knew the moors
well, and bhesides when isn't Winter i1l shrouded in mist?
This time was different though, this time a particuvlarly brutal
and bloody death awaited the young Scots lad in the swirling
mist.

Mr. Holding approaches his task with the unflinching thorough-
ness of a pathologist confronted with a body., and the detail
in unavnidably harrowing.

He describes the subsequent trial and acquittal of the chicf
suspect Jamos Whittle from Belmont, and in a final chapter speculates

on the true.identity of the murderer, or murderers.

LIVING §& WORKING IN WIGAN by JOHN HANNAVY '  § CHRIS RYAN

This book of photographs taken during the poriod 1850 to
1925 shows somcthing of the working conditions endurcd by our
parents and grand-parcnts. Thankfully such conditions now belong
with other bygone brutalitics like public executions and operations
without anaesthetics.

Incvitably because of the photographic techniques of the
day the figures pose in their workplaces like oxhibits in an
industrial museum; no doubt they wre glad of the respite.

There's no posing though in the dramatic shot »f the rescue
tema preparing to descond the Pretoria Pit where 344 men werc
killed in the disaster f 1910.

The woman worked shoulder toy shoulder with the mon in
the conlmines of the 1850's and 60's and sume of the most striking
photrgraphs in the bark show them in their pit clethes.

GOBBIN TALES edited and cnmpiled by BENITA MOORE

Gibbin land is Oswaldtwistle and this bonk compiled by
the local librarian describes something of the character and history
»f the town in a scries nf interviews with its clder roesidents.

The bk is a tribute to the human spirit's ability to
triumph cver hardship and there's a vein of humour running through

it as rich and warming, and black tyw scmetimes, as Lancashire

- -

coal.



LET'S WALK THERB: YORKSHIRE § NORTH WEST ENLAND by COLIN
SPEAKMAN.

This is a book for tho energetic. It doscribes 18 walks
in Yorkshire and the North Wost that take in such objectives
as Wuthering Heights near Haworth, Turton Towor noar Darwon
and that modern engincoring wonder, the road bridge over tho
rivor Humber.

GENTLEMEN OF COURAGE FORWARD by LAWRENCE HILL

This book sets out to trace the origins of o distinguished
English family theo Standishes.

The throad of the family's story is woven into the context
of English history and supportud by family decds and documents.

Contral to any history of the Standishes is the mystery
of the birthplace of Mylos Standish who sailed with the Pilgrim
Fathors to America in 1620. Lawronce Hill is satisfied that
the cvidence favours the Isle of Man, but it's far from conclusive
and there will be many locally who will be raluctant to surrender
the town's most famous son.

THE ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF LEYLAND TRUCKS by NICK BALDWIN.

Leyland blacksmith James Sumnor could have had little
idca what he was starting back in the arly 1890's when he
built a steam vehicle capable of carrying 5 tons of coal.

Leyland is a name now known worldwide for heavy transport
vehicles and Nick Baldwin's informatively captioncd book provides
a kind of "family album" taking us from its primitive stcom
driven dinosaurs to today's sophisticated juggernauts.



The Intornatiinal Gonealugical Indox

Ton yoars agn a romarkable tolovision sourios was firot shown
tv aoudioncos in tho Unitod Statos. “"Rints® trld tho story of
tho varying fortunes of wnw Black family in Amorica nver the
past 200 ywars. The stury wns basod ‘m fnct and its outhor,
Alox linley, unwittingly sparked off a bwm in family history
rosoarch as milli'ms of Amoricans tried to tracu thoir own roots.
In Britain at this time.,. Gordom Honuycombe, bettor known as
a TV nuwsreador, proesonted a serios of prngrammos, intorwoaving
an account of his own family history rosearch with practical
tips fur boginners in gencalngy.

Thore are now millirns of enthusiasts around the world, boavering
to trace their rosts; among them one group in particular stand
aut far their zoal and sheur professicnalism. Membors f the
Church of Josus Christ of Lattor-Day Saints, usualy known as
the Mormons, are roquired to trace their n»nwn. family troe so
as to bind that family tugethor for oternity. Since the Church
has eongagod in genealogical research for so long its archive
records are among the largest and best in the world. Thero
is a vost archive contre at the Church's 1Q in Salt Lake City:
Utah, whorc a large computer has becn made available to nther
soarchors and is now indispensable to family histery rescarch.
Today we know it as tho Internatiomal Gencalogical Index (IGI),
sumotimos as the CFI but you will cften hear it simply calle!
tho Mormen Indx. At the Church's network of research libraries,
the IGI is usually keopt for the whole world, though the index
has boen readily accessible to public libraries ovor the last
fow years.

The Chorley Contral Library's Roforunco Dopartmont acquirod
the IGI for the northem counties of England during 1987, in parti-
cular,...

Cumberland: Durham; Isle of Man; Lancoshire;
N-:rthumboerland; Westmorland; Yorkshire.

So what dves the IGI dn? Each English County is allocatod a
number of microficho sheots (500 in tho case ~f Yurkshiro, f~r
oxnmple), within which tho index is arrangod in alphabotical
ordor of surnames. ptvide tho surnomos again by Christian
names, arrange thosc in date order and the Index makes it easy
to chock whothor, say, John Smith was haptiserd at Cherley
Parish Church in 1700, in an matter I sucls.

.lf‘"



The IGI is a vast reswurce trol for the gonoelogist, constantly
growing and getting bottor with oach new edition. The last
edition, from 1984, contains in oxcoss of 88 million names but
there arc still gaps in areas and at certain dates in the past.

In England, tho earlivst records of church baptisms, marriages
and burials date frrm the 1530's and the IGI will often indox
records for a parish from this time up to the 1870's. All
of tho porsons on the index are deceased, St; don't try lecoking
up your own name. The index leans hceavily to records of the
Church of England, but ontrios can be found for Roman Catholic
churches and Nonconformist chapels. The example given on
the next page illustrates a typical framc of the IGI, from the
Lancashire county scction, showing the surname Chorley.
Approximately half-way down the list is the entry for Richard
Chorley.' ‘entored here for his marriage to Katherine Walmsley
mn 23rd Sceptember 1676. . ,
Richard Chorley, last of his family toc own their estates in
Chorley, was executed at Preston in 1716 aftor his part in tho
unsuccessful Jacobite Rebellion of the Old Pretender.
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One commnn mistake is to rely «n the indox itself: the Mormnon
Church advise users of the IGI to go back to the original record,
in case an error was marle Ly tho indexor or to got adriitional
informativn which might be thaere.

The sample frame reproduced hore carries several columns of
numbers, showing Church members the dates on which ordinances
were carried out for each individual. Thoy are not ocasy tn
interprot, though you can do sc from the guidance notes ty tho
IGI which are kept at tho Enquiry Desk in the Referonco Library.
You can also use the "Source" columns to find out if the family
you are looking for is already recorded by the Church.

Chorley's Reference Library has rnly part nf the IGI, but the
Blackburn and Preston Reference Libraries have the whole of
the British Isles on microfiche.

The Library attached to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-.
Day Saints, Haslingden Now Rcad, Rawtenstall, is the nearest
source of the IGI for the whole world.

An independent guide tn the IGI is "Where to find the International
Genoalogical Index":; edited by Jeremy Gibsnn and Michacl Walcot.
FFHS. 1984. (Reforence Library. Clan G1.).

On a final note, this is the first of what is intended to be
a series of short articles telling the user what Chorley Library
has in stock to help you to trace your family tree.




THE MYSTERY OF HOLLINSHEAD HALL

" . . . I suddonly bocame awarc that therc wags someono

standing by the woll, It was a woman. 1 folt my hair raisc on
my heod. I trisd to shout to my friend but I could not utter 2
sound, neithor could I move. I was complotely spellbound”. *#

Thus does Richard Robinson describe his concounter with a
ghost at the woll house near Hollinshead Hall.

1 agroe with the man who said, 'I don't believe in ghosts,
but I am frightencd of them'. It's easy to dismiss it all as super-
stitious humbug from the safety of your favourite armchair, but
visit the ruins of Hollinshead Hall on a Wintor ofternoon with the
twilight fading fast, and it's a different matter altogether.

You cen get there along the footpath just before the farmhouse
known as Piccadilly on the A675 2 miles North of Belmont. The
bustle of traffic soon fades and by the time you reach the ruins
an ecrie silence descends. '

Theore's not much to see now, just overgrown masonry and
patches of cobbled courtyard. It has the atmosphere »f a lung
neglocted cemetery. With a bit of imagination thnugh you can start
tn picture how the house might have looked.

Edward Twycross in his work the Mansicns of England suggests
there was an oxtensive property on the site at one time, but it
was pulled down in 1746 and recbuilt.

When Richard Robinson visited it in January 1912 it had been
derelict for nver 30 yecars. Indeed he'd gune there to help demolish
it, whon a sudden snowstorm obliged him to take sheltor in the
ncarby wellhouse, where the ghostly ocourrence took place.

The well's the real mystery of Hollinshead Hall. Robinson
refers to it as a wishing well; Twycrnss calls it a hioly woll.
There are those who say it was a glorified food store; that its
waters had curative properties; that it was used for baptisms.
Nobody can give a wholly satisfactry account of it.

The building housing the well is still intact. It has the
lock of a chapel from the out-"": an impression reinforccd once
you step through the door.

Flankcd by cistorns ~f water a carved stonc head, much croded
by time and vandals, stares ahead sightlessly. Down the sides
aro stone benches. The florr has a diamond pattern with channels

f~r tho averflow of water. The atmasphere is almest pagon.
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I never like to linger there too long, espocially in Winter
with the sky full of snow. Richard Robinson did and was trapped
by a blizzard aud compelled to spend the night there. I'm

sure if that happened to me I'd see more ghosts than Ebeneezer
Scrooge himself!

* Richard Robinson The Wishing well, 1948.




The life of a Ghowman

The house lights dim and the chattering of the packed audience
subsides. A thunderous roll on the drums beats on their ears.
Above the drumroll the managers' voice rings out,

"And now, my lords, ladies and gentloman, we present the man
you've all been waiting to see. The world's strongest man,
our own theatre proprictor Mister... George... Toesto...Sante;"
the last words disappearing in a rattle of tho drums; the bousc

orupts in a chorus of checrs; as the stage curtains glide away
into the limclight strides thc star of the show.

His image was always larger than lifc; it paid to cultivate that
public image as the circus strongman, just like one of those
archetypal lion tamers in lcopard skin and sporting a magnificent
moustache. Long beforc our own age revived the work, he was
a truc Victorion entreprenear with fingers in various pies, but
most of Ail he earned the label "showman", a sort of Lancashire
reply to Phineas T. Barnum.

In the best tradition of the world of showbiz his early life
is a blank. Born in 1856, possibly in Ireland, of unknown
parcnts, Santes' life begins at the age eleven, selling tickets
for a circus. Within a year, the circus was on the move and
the youngster was touring the hard-hit southern states of

America in the yecars following the Civil War. Before long he
was part of an "cquestrian combination”, maybe even on the
billing. Through Cuba, Jamaica and the West Indies he continued
until 1872 when the impending war between

Cuba and thoUSA led him to jump ship in Vera Cruz and set
sail, bound for New Orleans, to enlist with Uncle Sam.

The military interlude was brief, for he was back in England
in 1876, playing the music halls and learning more of the world
of the circus wiht the Sanger Brothers on tour.

At somc time in the 1870's his act as a circus strongman tank
shape; in his later years he would come to stage the "Life
of n» Showman", based »n his own career and showing to perfection
his skill and prowcss. Even today, octogenarians  will  tell
you with awe how he could put his strength against that of
twn horses and win! .
Hiz apprenticeship was 1long, colourful and packed with travel
t2 exotic places. There were occveral trips to America ond
Canada, to Eurnpe and of courso, all over Britain. In the 1870's

he married and the act bocame a druble perfrrmance.
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His wifo is recalled as being a strikingly attractive woman, dark,
of uncertain forcign origin, and like Sante, whe was incredibly strong.
Within a few yoars two sons were born to the Santes and their life
bocame loss frantic.
He tried his hand at theatre management, with mixed success in Britain
and Ircland, but had more lick when he arrived in Chorley and took
a lease on the old thecatre nn the Cattle Market in 1984.
He demonlished the wooden building and from the ashes grew thc Grand
Theatre. It opened to packed hnuses in September 1895, as Sante
boldly marched on stage on the opening night to praomise the audience
a reward of £1000!
He was as good as his word - the unpromsted performance of Mr,
Charles Rogefs' play £1000 reward" set the scene for years to fillow.
"The piece deals with murder, illicit Inve, and a diam~nd robbery,
and embraces a variety of scenes nf a startling as well as pathetic
and humorous character”,
The dramas were firm favourites, given a cast of stock characters,
with a variety of plots and usually performed by companies of travelling
players. The villain always dressed in black and drew unrehearse"d
b2os and hissing; the hero, blond, handsome, »ften bire a resemblance
t> Sante. There were variations to the diet; one performance occasionally
werc staged and guest artists would perfarm a repertoire of popular
camed pitch. But the meludrama was pricipally popular, with "Marina
Martin", "The Butterfly on the Wheel", "The Cattle Thief" (a western!)
and best remembered "The Life nf a Showman".
The play first appeared in May 1904: g contemporary report said
it "deals with the vicissitudes nf a showman's carcer and a very
exciting story is woven around the title role, which of course is
impersonated by the 1acal thecatre proprietor. ..,
The rframa is based upon the alleged murder of a South African mineswnor
by his Boer secretary, who obtains pnssession  of the deceased's
wealth though an heiress comes into existence”,

~rlgy Guardian, 21st May 1904).
N>t cnly was the drama a smash hit in Chorley, but alsn in Radcliffe,
at Santes' sccond big theatre.
Ho branched out int) the cinema when that became the craze and shuwed
Griffiths' 1912 epic "Birth of a Natinn® at Radcliffe.
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He har) g smallor theatre at Whitofiold and in Churley bought
tha Artillery pring Hall, Salisbury Struot, in 1909. Aftor conversicn,
it “perated as the winter Gardens Skating Rink, complote with
fairytale fnstles and snow scenos paintad -n tho walls. Locally,
the name of sante is always linked with the date 1914, 17th
March, whon the Grand tragically burnod down. No lives were
lust; the firc began in the carly hours, and despite the effortg
of the police and fire brigade, the wooden building was left
a gaunt shell. They never rebuilt the Grand, perhaps becausc
of the war years and Sante himself dierl in Paigntzn in 1916.

He kopt his sccrot well; nevertheless, on his death it emerged
that "Sante, The man with the Iron Head", was plain George
Mulhall, the Strungest Man in the World"?

The curtains closed on Sante the showman 70 years agn, yet

it says a lot for his memory that those who remembor him and
the Grand 1o so with a sparkle and a longing for bygyone days.

-1~
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6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

QuUIZ
What's the connoctinn hotween the momeorial statue outside
Penzance llbrary and Chorley?
What was 215 in 1821, 195 in 1871 and 390 in 19717
What does this fescribe:
"or, on a chevron gules three cscutche ns argent, each
charged with a bluchottle (or cornflewer),  slipped  and
leaved, proper; on a chief of the second a crown vallary

of the first".

Which.Lancnshire town was the first to have eloctric street
lighting?

Who connects Brindlc with the Brontes?

Why might the Bard of Avon have become the Bard of Darwen?
What local institution gained its charter on 13th May 15667?
Where might you find Greyburn, Chorfield and Prestborougﬁ?
What was "Morning Dew" and who made it?

Whn was Bill O'Jack's?

Answors in the next issue of "Flat Iron".
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Introduction

Welcome to issue number two of "The Flat Iron". Our title has drawn

predictable confusion from non-locals about the name and several locals

have asked us when we intend to feature the Flat Iron market proper:

watch this space. We have kept the format much as before, with a

similar blend of subjects and another easy quiz, though we are also

geased to include a contribution from one of our readers, Mrs. Jarrett
Euxton. .

A certain amount of curiosity has been expressed about our cover
illustration, which, contrary to some cpinion, does not show the oldest
librarian, but one of the earliest drawings of a Chorley man, one
Richard Tootell, the 18th Century postman for the town, who reputedly
walked to Preston each day with the mail.

The drawing is dated 1735 and, if the I.G.I. is correct, Richard Tootell
would then be 46 years old, as a child of this name was baptised in
Chorley in 1689.

Finally, to cover our embarrassment, we now give our address below,
omitted from issue number one.

Reference and Local Studies Library,

District Central Library,

Union Street, :

CHORLEY, Lancashire PR7 1EB Telephone: Chorley 77222, 77223.

Hours of opening

Mon. 10am - 7 pm Thurs 10 am - 5 pm
Tues. 10 am - 5 pm Fri. 10am - 7 pm
Wed. 1l0am - 7 pm Sat. 10am - 4 pm

(iit)
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TEXTILE APPRENTICESHIPS IN LANCASHIRE

St R IRENTILESHIYS IN LANCASHIRFE
by Edna M. Jarrett -

When, in our "Trace your Family Tree" class, we were told about
apprenticeships in bygone days, it made me think about the ILancashire
textile apprentices. Perhaps fellow researchers into family history
have came across the occupation "textile fitter" or "apprenticed textile
fitter" and may be a bit puzzled as to just what was meant. The old
Lancashire textile fitters were a highly skilled and respected band of
wen who khew all there was to know about erecting, servicing and
repairing ‘all kinds of textile machinery. The early fitters, in the
late 19th century, had had very little schooling but were famed for
their accuracy when dealing with all the complicated gauges etc. and
various problems with the machinery. Their equivalent of "calculators"
was said to be "th' wrack o'th e'en, twist o'th mouth and rule o'th'
thumb", In other words, co-ordinaton of eye, mouth and hand! In

later years, nightschool and slide rules started the change to more
sophisticated maths.

So, how did boys become apprentices? When the Victorian father told
his son he was to be a fitter, he then chose what he considered the best
Works for his son and made sure the boy was apprenticed to ‘good men.
The boy then, at 13, (this was the time around 1900 and onwards) became
a half-timer which meant school in the morning, work in the afternoon,
alternate weeks being reversed. At 14 he became a full time apprentice
until he was 21. He would be put with two senior fitters and, if he
showed pramise and was fortunate, he could go through all the different
departments. The main Works for textile machinery in lLancashire in

those days were Platt Brothers, Tweedale & Smalley, Howard & Bullough
and Dobson & Barlow.

Fram what I have heard, it was a matter of luck as to how well you were
treated but even with a kind master it was a hard and demanding life for
a boy, a 5% day week and long hours. The great day for apprentices, at
least in Oldham, was apparently Shrove Tuesday when all the boys had the
day off and could generally let off steam and enjoy themselves.

When they were 21, some apprentices were content to remain as Fitters,
others were more ambitious and went on to became officials in the
textile industry. In the early 20th century education was highly
prized and many boys signed on at 14 to attend the local Technical
College to do courses like City & Guilds, studying cotton spinning,
maths, English etc.

Same fitters, with the right qualifications and considered to have the
right characteristics, joined the select group who travelled to many
parts of the world, erecting machinery and often staying on for some
time to supervise the running of the mill. The machinery was, of
course, manufactured here and with that and so many new mills being
erected in Lancashire ther, it was a prosperous time. Perhaps in
retrospect it was short-sighted policy, but that's another story. And
if you do find a textile fitter ancestor who went abroad, don't forget



A .

those brave and practical Lancashire lasses who didn't hesitate to go

with their men to what, in those days, could often be somewhat primitive
conditions.

So far as payment to the apprentices is concerned, it would seem that
they were paid a kind of "pocket money" by the fitters for whom they
worked. Most of the boys would be supported by their parents who would
pay their daily fares to work etc. However, I am not certain as to
this and whether, as the boys became older and nearer the end of their
apprenticeship they were paid same kind of salary. I doubt it, from
what I recollect hearing, but the situation may have varied with
different firms.

On the whole, it seems to have been a hard, totally committed but
satisfying life as an apprentice fitter, with a good future, until of
course the depression of the 30's. It was during those years that my
father, then a mill manager, had ocne much sought after vacancy in his
mill. Two fitters, sadly out of work but both well qualified, applied
for the precious job. ~ One of these turned out to be a fitter who had
taught my father when he was an apprentice and bhad always been
especially kind, evenproducingabagofsweetsandanextrapennycn
Saturdays! Well, how happy my father was to be able to return this
kindness and help that man after all those years. There must be many
such stories to tell and perhaps same day scomecne much more
knowledgeable than I am will write a history of the lancashire textile
apprentices and fitters. I'm sure it will make fascinating reading.

Francis Drake was not the only valiant Englishman who stood between this
gsceptred isle and the Spanish Armada in the year of ocur Iord 1588;
thm:ghmrtthe].andbravem)nepttheirbeacons, ready to fire them at
thefirstglimpseofaSpanishsail. The keepers of the beacon on
Rivington Pike were no exception. "

Ton o'Dick's and Dick o'Tam's lolled in the grass with their heads
resting against the stout timbers that formed the base of the beacon.
It was hot, had been for weeks. The grass was dry as smuff. In the
blue sky above their heads the skylark warbled. In the West the Irish
Sea shimmered like molten silver.

miTe's alright for you,' I said to him," Tom complained, "but I've my
hay to get in."



"What did he have to say to that?" Dick asked.
"Bulls!i"
"Did he, and him a churchwarden!"

"No, bulls! 'How do you fancy having bulls running locse in the

street?' he said, 'because that's what it's going to be like if the
Spanish get here.'"

™o say nothing of all that greasy food," Dick added.

‘Tom drew on his pipe 'til it fairly glowed.

“The Spaniards won't come," he said scornfully, "He's just got the wind
up because same big nobs fram London are staying at Astley. He wants
to show 'em he's got the defence of the realm all sewn up."

"It's alright saying that; you don't know what it's like to have a
delicate stamach," Dick protested.

Tom took the pipe cut of his mouth and declared:

*The only difference it'll make to the likes of us if they do come, is
that the proclamation of taxes will be written in Spanish instead of
English and seeing as we can't read English..." He shrugged and tapped
his pipe out against a handy beam. =~ "I'm going to have 40 winks.
Shout if you see any Spaniards."

Dick remained on the alert, scanning the far horizen. The sun shone
like a Seville ocrange. Behind Dick's head wisps of smoke as blue as
Toledo steel began to curl up through the dry timbers of the bonfire.

The Spaniards never did get to Lancashire. The Armada arrived in the
English Channel on July 30th, 1588, and became involved in a series of
skirmishes with Drake's ships until August 8th, when it suffered .
significant damage and was compelled to flee northwards round the
: British Isles. Severe storms completed Drake's task and barely half the
i - Spanish fleet returned to Spain.

. Watch was kept at the beacon on Rivington Pike fram July 10th to Sept.

30th 1588 and that set the towns of Manchester, Bolton and Middleton
back by eight pounds, two shillings and eight-pence farthing.
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THE CENSUS RETURNS 1841-1881: Family history notess 2 -

It has often been said that genealogy has much in comon with crime
detection; certainly, inasmuch as tracing your ancestors requires a set
of clues to unravel a mystery, a range of skills and a .dogged
determination, there is a parallel. Indeed, one of the best books on

this subject, by Dr. Colin Rogers, is called The Family Tree Detective
(2nd edn. 1985 Class Gl).

If, then, Miss Marple, Agatha Christie's fictional amateur detective,
had turned her talents to genealogy, the results would have been
spectacular, and if, by way of example, we imagine Marple faced with the
following clues, how would she proceed?

Her ancestor, Elizabeth Evans, was barn about 1867 and is known to have
lived in Chorley in the 1880's as a girl.

Miss Marple's research has taught her that a census has been held in
Britain every ten years since 1801. Prior to 184l all detailed records
were destroyed and in 1941 the project was abandoned, owing to wartime.
The census of 1881 may be the thing she needs. At Chorley Library she
learns that the census on microfilm is kept in the Reference Department
for the years 1841, 1851, 1861, 1871 and 188l. An 1882 directory of
Chorley gives another clue: a family named Evans lives in Saint Thomas's
Road, and this could narrow her search.

To her disappointment, she learns too that the census, far fraom listing
everyone in alphabetical order, like a telephone directory, has the town
split into perhaps fifteen areas or enumeration districts, each one
split up again into streets and then households.

Undeterred, she finds St. Thomas's Road in the film and, to her delight,
discovers the name of Elizabeth Evans at the foot of page nine. As the
copy of the entry shows on the following page, the Evans family have
moved frequently and are not local to the area. Robert, the father, was
born in Liverpool and Elizabeth in Wales. The family group in 1881 is
clear and further clues lead to discovering the next generation:
Robert's birth in Liverpool in 1837 may be registered under both the
civil registration system and in a Church baptism. In either case she
should be able to find the names of Robert's parents. '

Miss Marple's easy success in this case is the kind we all hope for,
though many searches are more difficult and some occasionally impossible
to conclude. The value of the census lies in its showing family
groupings on one given night of the year; in theory, every citizen is
listed samewhere. -

H
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‘later censuses will became available after 100 years; then, the 1891
‘cengus will be made public in 1992 and 1901 in 2002 and so on. They
‘were never intended, of course, to serve any but an official purpose,
‘yet they were good newsworthy items when fresh in the public eye. 1In
1891, for instance, residents of Standish Street dashed for cover when
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they saw an official carrying large blue forms; elderly ladies reputedly
grew younger in years and isolated examples of cruelty and neglect were
highlighted, such as the case of amllboyabandmdbyhilfﬂﬂyw
fend for himself.

The censuses currently available vary in quality and legibility. From
1851 the place of birth should be recorded accurately, while in 1841
only the county need have been confirmed. Ages, too, in the 1841 census
are rounded up and therefore less helpful than the true figure.
Occupations are often abbreviated, as in "F.S." for family servant,
while terms such as "Annuitant" for pensioner are generally obsolete
now. Canal bargees, however, are sometimes elevated to the status of
"mariners" and one enumerator for Heath Charnock helpfully wrote a
definition of each obscure occupation at the foot of the page, for the
benefit of posterity.

The census returns teach many lessons in social history and correct our
misbeliefs, such as the commonly held notion that pecple in the past
lived static lives. On the sample page 60% of the people whose names
are shown were born outside the area and this is fairly common, while
whole areas such as Standish Street housed an entire community of Irish

immigrants, from cotton workers to navvies.

There are now several excellent guides to using the census; almost all
general books on family history contain helpful chapters on this
subject, while Andrew Todd's Basic sources for family history Vol. 1.,
(Class Gl) is especially well written, and Eve Mclaughlin's The Censuses
1841-1881, gives a clear national picture. Indexes to the census under
surnames are rare (none currently exist for Chorley), but are being
published by enthusiastic family history societies, the index to
Blackburn (West) in 1851 being a good example. Shortcuts to finding
households can be found via trades directories which are frequently
contemporary to the census and the 1834 Poor Rate Index links well with
the 1841 census for Chorley.

Miss Marple's senses, keenly tuned to the criminal world, may have
momentarily been alerted by one page of the census for Chorley; the
enumerator, perhaps bored and assured of future anonymity, carefully
drew into the pages of his schedule a picture of an assassin's bamb,
fuse lit and ready to blow; other examples of docdles enliven the pages
elsewhere.

=
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THE COUNTY ARCHIVE RESEARCH NETWORK -

Lancashire is a county rich in history, legend and folk lore and the
number of books published about its history runs into thousands; yet a
good deal of lancashire's story remains to be written, waiting for the
enquiring mind of both professional and amateur historian to bring it to
the public eye. Beyond the realm of the printed word, the archives
held at the Lancashire Record Office are a huge storehouse of
qurmatmn, §tretching from the Middle Ages to the present day. Scme
of it demands specialist knowledge to even read it, either because of
the use of outmoded styles of handwriting or the use of Latin, sometimes
demanding a range of skills, but the unparalleled scope of the archive

collectiox_1 places it in a position as the foremost research repository
for the field of Lancashire history.

Lack of such special skills should not be a deterrent to the would be
user, however, since the staff at the Record Office are available to
help and guide you. A recently introduced 'Record Consultation Service'
is now available - just fill in the form available from the Record
Office stating your research topic and an appointment will be made for
you to discuss it with an archivist who will tell you what sources are
available and how best to use them.

Fittingly, the Record Office is to be found in the administrative heart
of the County, Preston, in Bow Lane, quite near to County Hall. The
map below shows you how to get there. It is open to the public on
certain days of the week, i.e. Tuesday, 10.00 a.m. to 8.30 p.m.
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.

Until this year, access to the Record Office was fairly informal, but
during 1988 an opportunity is being taken to involve Iancashire in a
‘network of county record offices, under the name of the County Archive
Research Network. Twenty record offices will operate a scheme of user
registration, from Cornwall to Northumberland, recognising tickets from
other members of the network. This can be especially valuable, for
example, if your family history research requires visits to other parts
of the country. In much the same way as a library user's ticket, it
will allow you to make use of archives, except that you can't take them
hame with you!

Regular users in lLancashire are being encouraged to enrol for a ticket
prior to 3rd May, 1988. The ticket will carry your name and address, a
serial number and the date of expiry, four years after the date of
issue.

In order to get a ticket you need to complete a registration form
(available fram The Lancashire Record Office, Bow Lane, Preston PRl 2RE

telephone: Preston 54868), and return the form in person between 10.00
a.m. and 12.00 noon or 2.00 p.m. and 4.00 p.m. If you can produce an
official form of identification, showing your name and address, you will
will be issued with a ticket there and then. Without a ticket you will
be unable to search the records at Preston from May of this year. The
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Reference Library at Chorley stocks a copy of both the gandlist of
axﬂﬂ:eeuidetof_ﬁm
give

Genealogical Sources (1986),Class Gl.,
Record OEflce (1986 edition), Class A04; these W
you a good ldea of what kinds of sources are available to the visitor
at the lancashire Record Office.

\ \X AG (MS8Tc.! M6 Te.32)
\ Blackpool. Lancaster
The North

Lancashire
Record Office

AS59 Blackburn

(M6 Junction 31

AS83
M6} Manchester)

Blackpool

* Record OFfics A6 (Mc d 2)
Chortey , Wigan
@ County Hall The South
. A Car park
s 3 Trafhic lights
AS82 Leyland NS One Way Street|




connection 1is a good one, and

enowh to persuade the Manx
postal authorities to issue
camemorative postage stamps
in 1984. Yet lingering
doubts indicate that the
connection with Duxbury
" should remain.

The crux of the problem lies in the lack of firm evidence to prove
anybody's case. On the one hand, a 400-year tradition links Standish
with Chorley and on the other a careful examination of records by
antiquarians suggests a Manx association. Why all the fuss? If we go
back to the undisputed facts we learn that Myles, like many of his
generation, offered his services as a mercenary soldier with the army of
Queen Elizabeth fighting the Spaniards in the Low Countries. He fought
under the Veres, about the period from 1602 until the 1620s.

"When the twelve year truce was agreed to, Standish stayed at leyden,
and at that place became acquainted with the Puritans who had fled there
in order to escape the cruel persecution to which they had been
subjected in England"”. (McRnight: Myles Standish, 1901)

The Puritans are better known to us as the Pilgrim Fathers.
Effectively unemployed, Standish must have looked with relief at an
offer to act as military adviser to a group of Puritans who planned to
colonise a country across the ocean, peopled by ignorant savages who
were no match for a skilled soldier. This journey to America an the

Mayflower in 1620 is part of history, and their status in American
history beyond equal. Myles Standish is therefore regarded as cne of
the founders of America and a subject of naticnal pride and interest.









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































