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The Great Civil War in Lancashire -
Introduction to the Caliver Edition.

Ernest Broxap's The Great Civil War in Lancashire is both unique, and an
excellent example of its type, being, at the time this introduction was
written, the only history of the conflict in Lancashire still in print - and one
of the best of several Civil War monographs on counties produced during
the late Victorian and Edwardian periods. It is thus an extremely useful
addition to any library of Civil War books. First published by Manchester
. University Press in 1910 it was reproduced again in 1973 with an
" introduction by RN Dore, a renowned authority on the Civil War in
Cheshire. Perhaps surprisingly, considering that it is such a useful and
readable volume, The Great Civil War in Lancashire has had a chequered
publishing history, The first edition - now an increasingly expensive
collector's piece - was originally something of a disaster in terms of sales.
Broxap's papers in the Chetham Library in Manchester suggest that it had
not broken even commercially as late as the 1920s. Dore's edition can still
be found occasionally, but since the 1970s has become increasingly rare. In
the last twenty years two more publishers have attempted to bring out new
editions, but neither has seen the light of day. Caliver's short run version is
therefore both commendable and timely.

It is also highly desirable when one considers just how much actually
happened in the county during the Civil War period. Manchester; Liverpool;
Warrington; Bolton; Lancaster; Blackburn; Preston; Wigan and several
other towns were all either besieged or stormed - and sometimes both.
Lancaster was burnt, and the despoiling of Bolton has been identified as the
most significant massacre of the entire wars. There was also one very major
battle in the county, perhaps two or three more minor engagements, and
literally dozens of small skirmishes, riots and other incidents. Over the years
Lancashire’s dramatis personae included not just local worthies such as
Colonel Alexander Rigby and ‘Old Smoot' (more properly known as
Colonel Richard Shuttleworth); but major national figures. Prince Rupert
was present at siege of Liverpool and sack of Bolton, whilst Cromwell came
to Lancashire at the head of a detachment of the New Model in 1648 -
effectively ending the Second Civil War at a stroke with his defeat of the
Engager Scots and English Northern Royalists at Preston. Though it was not
rich, nor a particularly densely populated county, in many respects
Lancashire also provides something of a microcosm of the national war. Its
northern and western parts were for the King, its more prosperous south-
east was a stronghold of his opponents. Manchester, like London, was for
Parliament, and its people were more outward looking than many. It also
had a significant 'Low Church’ constituency with a dislike of Catholicism,
and a backbone of merchants and tradesmen. Lancastrians were amongst
the first to take up arms in the summer of 1642, and amongst the last to see
action in 1651.
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Ernest Broxap (1880-1963) was born in Salford, and was a student at
Victoria University - later better known simply as Manchester University.
Here he studied under several of the best known historians of the age T.F
Tout and James Tait being just the most obvious. His specific interest in the
Civil Wars in his locality had become apparent by 1902 when he published
a chapter on the Siege of Manchester within a larger volume of historical
essays. Further articles followed: but arguably it was The Great Civil War
which was his masterwork, inspired, so he said, by Professor CH Firth,
whose own publications, including the remarkable Cromwell's Army, also
remain significant to this day.

Like many of the books on the Civil Wars published in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries Broxap's volume is essentially a narrative
history, giving a clear idea of the course of events without undue detail on
the causes of the war, and the religious and social aspects that became such
important meat for historians in succeeding decades. This does not however
render the work inconsequential. Broxap identifies many of the features
which are unique to Lancashire - as for example the draining of Royalist
resources to fight in othér parts of the country; the role of the Earl of Derby;
and the remarkable success of the Lancashire Parliamentarians in 1643 at
which time their compatriots in othér places were very much upon the back
foot. Curiously whilst the book's proper title is The Great Civil War in
Lancashire it actually éncompasses the entire period from 1642 to 1651. It
therefore covers' not only the war of 1642 to 1646, now commonly
ClCSCl'led as the 'Great! or 'First' Civil War, but the Second ClVll War of
1648, and the Third ClVll War of 1651. ' :

Broxap‘s‘ book is a generally reliable study, but llke almost every work
before or since it contains at least a few factual errors. Some were spotted
by Dore in the 19705, and a couple more have come to hght since. The most
notable of these are as follows S L |

. Broxap appears to- have beheved that Thurland Castle was bemeged
twice by Parliament. Evidence to support this conclusion has proved
illisive and a more likely’ sequence of events appears to be that the
garrison gave undertakings to abandon or demilitarize Thurland at the
tie Hornby Castle. féll thén went back oh theu- word - and were
beswged as a result. EAN S e

e On a féw octasions dates dre ct)nfused For example Broxap states that
Lord Newecastle 'overrun all' Yorkshire’ about August 1644. Clearly this
must ‘refer to 1643, since Marston Moor iri July 1644 marked a major
réversal -in the ngs fottinés in the north.” By the ' same ‘token
Greéerihalgh 'Castle’ was® sﬁrkendéred in 1645, ribt 1644+ 4 point that
Broxap appears t6 have appreetated butin one mstahce diites ‘are
transposed, probably dué tu'a simple mlsbrmt ‘Similarly he speaks of Sir
Alexander Radcliffe being committed to the Tower in the summer of
1642, when this does not appear to have occurted until November.
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* Broxap suggests that Parliamentarian Colonel Ralph Assheton
(otherwise known as 'Ashton’' in some documents and modern literature)
was committed to the Tower in early February 1644. This is highly
unlikely, if not totally impossible, since Colonel Assheton was fighting
for Parliament in Cheshire in late January. Moreover there were several
persons of the same name alive at this time.

e Sir Edward Fytton (Fitton) lived in Macclesfield, not Manchester.
Broxap appears to have been mislead by an error in a contemporary
.document on this point.

¢ Charles II corresponded with Lord Derby via Isaac Birkenhead, not his

" brother John, as Broxap supposed - an error originally noted by David
Underdown. |

Yet the most significant mistake that Broxap made was his assumption that
the site of Lathom House had been entirely 'lost' by 1910, and more
surprisingly Dore also agreed that this was the case in 1973. In point of fact
some antiquarians and amateur archaeologists knew well that the 'oid’
Lathom House and the 'new' - completely rebuilt in the early eighteenth
century according to the lastest fashions following designs of the celebrated
architect Giacomo Leoni {1686-1746) - were on one and the same site. As
early as 1889 the Reverend Buxton had published observations that pointed
out that parts of the old Lathom House of the Stanleys, besieged in 1644
and 1645, had been reused in the house erected in the eighteenth century.
Some had even pointed to a depression beside the new house as being the
moat of the old. This would eventually be proved perfectly correct when
archaeological excavations in the 1990's rediscovered the defensive ditch,
timbers were subjected to dendrochronological examination, and the
members of the local archaeological society identified various pieces of
medieval masonry and musket balls on the site. The fact that the ground
nearby was no longer boggy was very simply explained by the discovery of
a massive drain and evidence of copious landscaping at different dates since
1645.

Broxap's somewhat speculative musings that Lathom House must have been
elsewhere therefore started something of an architectural wild goose chase,
with putative sites for the house being put forward in a number of more or
less unlikely places roundabout. His statement that seventeenth century
siege guns were so poor that the besiegers' camp and the house had to have
been very close together conflated two errors, for as contemporary
documents observe the first works at Lathom were begun a considerable
distance from the house. The Breefe Journal for example states that the
Parliamentarians first settled upwards of a mile away, and that 'sconces'
were prepared by way of defence for the besiegers. Even the actual siege
trenches were at about 'musket shot', or perhaps one to two hundred yards,
from the fortifications which ringed the medieval house proper. It is
therefore very likely that the old tradition surrounding the 'Cromwell's'
trench' feature is pretty much correct. Oliver Cromwell may not have been
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present in person, but plenty of Parliamentarian troops were, and they
prepared several different entrenchments at different distances from their
target.

Broxap's narrative is very useful in its own right - but it is also worthy as a
springboard for further research. It may lack a bibliography in the strict
sense but the footnotes contain references to a host of useful sources.
Amongst these we should particularly note the Discourse of the Warre in
Lancashire. The whereabouts of the original manuscript of this are currently
unknown, but it has been reprinted as Volume 62 in the Chetham Society
series. Also highly significant is the work to which Broxap habitually refers
as 'C.W.T.", or 'Civil War Tracts'. This is the Chetham Society Volume 2, of
1844, compiled by George Ormerod - a glorious compendium of dozens of
transcriptions of original Lancashire tracts and letters including the Lathom
'Journal’; Colonel John Rosworme's Good Service Hitherto Ill Rewarded,
some of Cromwell's correspondence; Marmaduke Langdale's letter on the
battle of Preston, and Lancashire's Valley of Achor. Naturally Broxap also
makes mention of the History of the Rebellion by the Earl of Clarendon, the
Victoria County History, and various of the 'Journals’ of the houses of
Lords and Commons - many of which have become available in recent years
in electronic form on the internet. :

To this shortlist we are now able to add quite a number of books,
dissertations, archaeological reports and pamphlets that have appeared
since Broxap wrote in 1910. The following list is by no means exhaustive
but will serve as an indicator of the material relating to Lancashire in the
Civil Wars which has emerged over the last century: - 8

e Ation./ ‘Cromwell's Trench Spa Roughs, Lathom; a Report Upon the
Archaeological Evidence and Possibilities For Future Survey, Lathom
and District Archaeological Society, 1997. -~ = ‘

e Bagley, J]. / The Earls of Derby 1485-1985, London, 1985.

» Bagley, ]] & Lewis AS/ Lancashire at War: Cavaliers and Roundheads

1642-1651, Clapham, 1977. o

* Bariett, ]. / The Siege of Liverpool and Pririce Rupert's Campaign in

Laticashire, Bristol, 1994."

e Bariatt, ]. / Cannon on the Merscy, Birkenhéad, 1996.

. Bla@:k%\food; BG/ 'Hié"‘l','fdlhc"afshirc Geﬂtrj"aiﬂd_rbe"Greaf Rebellion,
Chéthiam Society, vol XXV, Marichester, 1978~ +

o Bluhdell, EO. 7 OId Catholic Lapcashire, 3 ¥ols, London, 1925-1938.

o Bill;'S. / The Civil War in Laiidashire , Pregton) 1991, i

o Bill, ./ "The Battle that Led to the English Republic ? Preston 1648, in
Centreé for North West Regional ‘Studies Regiorial Bulletin; (number 14)
Lancaster Univetsity, Summer 2000. .

e Bull, S. & Seed M. / Bloody Preston: The Battle of Preston, 1648,
Lancaster, 1998.
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Chandler, G. & Wilson, EK. / Liverpool Under Charles I, Liverpool,
1965.

Craven, A. / Coercion and Compromise: Lancashire Provincial Politics
and the Creation of the English Republic, ¢.1648-1653, University of
Manchester PhD thesis, 2005.

Dawson, WH. / Cromwell's Understudy: The Life and Times of General
John Lambert, London, 1938.

Dore RN. / The Great Civil War in the Manchester Area, Manchester,
1971.

Fell, A / Furness Military Chronicle, Ulverston, 1937.

‘ Fletckier, M. (et al) / Lathom House, Ormskirk: Survey and Evaluation
Report, 1997-98/024/AUA7559, Lancaster University Archacology
Unit, 1998.

Fletcher, M. / Land North of West Wing, Lathom House Near
Ormskirk; Archaeclogical Watching Brief, Report 2001-09, Matrix
Archaeology, Manchester, 2001.

Fletcher, M. / Land East of West Wing, Lathom House Near Ormskirk;
Archaeological Evaluation, Report 2002-12, Matrix Archaeology,
Manchester, 2002.

Gratton, JM. / The Parliamentarian and Royalist War Effort in
Lancashire, unpublished PhD thesis, Manchester University, 1998.
Guscott, S]. / Humphrey Chetham, Chetham Society Manchester, 2003.
Hawkes, AJ. / '"Wigan's Part in the Civil War', in Transactions of the
Lancashire and Chsehire Antiquarian Society, number 47, 1932.
Holcroft, E / The English Civil War Around Wigan and Leigh, Wigan
Heritage Service, 1993.

Holmes, R. / Preston 1648, Market Drayton, 1985.

Irwin, RA. / 'Cromwell in Lancashire', in Army Quarterly, vol, XXVII,
no 1, London, October 1933.

Kermode, JI. & Phillips, CB. (eds) / Seventeenth Century Lancashire:
Essays Presented to J]J Bagley, Historic Society of Lancashire and
Cheshire, Liverpool, 1983.

Lewis, J. / Lathom House, Lathom Near Ormskirk, unpublished
typescript, Lancashire County Council Environment Department, 1990.
Lindley, K]. / The Part Played by the Catholics in the Civil War in
Lancashire and Monmouthshire, unpublished MA Thesis, University of
Manchester, 1965.

Lunn, ./ The Tyldesleys of Lancashire, Altrincham, 1966.

Miller, GC. / Hoghton Tower in History and Romance, Preston, 1954.
Morrill, J. / 'The Northern Gentry and the Great Rebellion', in G.
Forster (ed), Northern History, vol XV, University of Leeds, 1979.
Nayling, N. / Tree Ring Analysis of Timbers From Lathom House,
Report 5/2000, English Heritage, 2000.

Neil, NJ. / Lathom House; Documentary Research for Archaeological
Evaluation, Lancaster University Archaeological Unit, 1996.

Newman, PR. / The Royalist Armies in Northern England 1642-16435,
unpublished University of York D.Phil Thesis, 1978.
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of Lathom House, 1643-1645. Preston, 1991.

Porter, S. / Destruction in the Enghsb Civil Wars, Stroud, 1994.

. Reid, S. / The Finest Knight in England: Being a History of the
Regiments of Horse, Foot and Dragoons of Sir Thomas Tyldesley,
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Scally, J. / The Hamilton Papers as a Source for the History of the British
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The shaded portion represents royalist territory in August. 1642, just before
the outbreak of the Civil War. In August, 1643, only Lathor House, Greenhalgh
Castle, and Thurland Castle remained in royalist hands.

v+ .v.. March of Prince Rupertin 1644.  His route was as follows : Stockport,

Muy 25 ; Bolton, May 28 ; Liverpoool, May 29—June 13.
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1X

PREFACE

. THERE has not hitherto been a separate History of the
Civil War in Lancashire, and I venture to think that
the present stidy, by a native of the County, may
suitably find a place in the publications of the University
of Manchester. It is merely intended to be an account
of the Civil War within the borders of the County,
religious and social questions and the general course
of the war being touched on only so much as is
necessary to make the narrative intelligible. The
principal sources of information are detailed below, and
need not be further referred to here. It only remains to
be said that some care has been taken with topography,
and above all I have tried to give an impartial narrative
of the events. Contemporary writers on both sides
naturally display much prejudice, and it is often difficult
to arrive at an exact knowledge of the facts.

The plan of Manchester is taken from the Owens
College Historical Essays (19o2) and my acknowledg-
ments are due to Messrs. Longman & Co. for permission
to reproduce it here. The plan of Liverpool is reprinted
from Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire
and Cheshire, Session 6, 1853-4, vol. 6, p. 4. The map
of Lancashire, and the other plans, have been specially
prepared for the present volume, but the plan of the
Preston Campaign in 1648 is based on that given in
Gardiner’s ‘‘ Great Civil War,” vol. 3, p. 431.

I take this opportunity of thanking the authorities at
Lathom House, Hornby Castle, Thurland Castle, and
elsewhere, for their courtesy in allowing a personal
inspection of those places to be made. My sincere
thanks are due to Professor T. F. Tout and Professor
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