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CHORLEY

“Hard Work never killed anyone” is an old oft
quoted saying, but here in Industrial Lancashire we have
a reply which says, “NO, but it pulled some a queer
shape.” That is perhaps true of our town and in the
words of Coleridge, “She is not fair to outward view, as
many maidens are,”” but to us it is Home and we think
you may be interested.

Chorley is situated .in the heart of Lancashire
on the foothills of the Outer Pennines and overlooking
the Lancashire plain to the west where, twenty miles
away, the stretch of coastline may be seen from Formby
Point round the estuary of the River Ribble and beyond
to the famous landmark of Blackpool Tower. Almost
equi-distant from the four County Boroughs of Preston
and Blackburn in the north and Bolton and Wigan in
the south, Chorley lies on the main road from Manchester
to Preston and the north.

‘The beginnings of the Town are lost in antiquity
and even the name cannot with certainty be ascribed to
any particular feature. The old Roman road passed
through what is now part of the Borough and it is believed
that several of the quarries which abound on the east
side served them for building material.
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The first Norman overlord was Roger de Poitou
though the immediate lordship of the manor had by 1250
passed to William de Farrers, Earl of Derby. In 1361
a family bearing the local surname of Chorley became
prominent. Nothing seems to be known of the town
before the thirteenth century and for some time sub-

sequently little mention is made of it. Like Preston, it -

suffered from the attention of the Scots in 1822 who are
said to have raided the royal park of Healey and carried
off a great -portion of cattle and herbage.

Rather scathing remarks about it’s market in
1586 appear in a survey of Lancashire by Leland, whilst
in 1589 Chorley is mentioned as one of the places where
““trained bands” of men should muster when the Country

was threatened by Philip the Second of Spain and his
Armada.

During the Civil War the town was not without
it’s excitements. In 1643 the Royalist forces captured
prisoners here and the following year Prince Rupert
is believed to have passed through on his way to attack
Liverpool, an attack in Wthh Richard Chorley of Chorley
Hall took part.

After the Battle of Ribble Bridge (1648) the Scots
army retreated through Chorley pursued by Cromwell
and there was a skirmish at Red Bank. It is thought

that it was on this occasion that Cromwell rested at
Astley Hall.

Thereafter for a hundred years or more the town
was a typical market centre for the agricultural produce
of the surrounding districts. Then came the rumours of
steam power, and how drudgery was to be ended, of how

the days of the Stage Coach were to be numbered and

many other changes were to take place.
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The new methods of cotton spinning and weaving
assoelated with the Industrial Revolution made a great
impression in the district and like so many other Lan--
cashire towns, Chorley probably:suffered some amount
of distress. We learn for instance, that an attack in 1779
was made on Arkwright’s factory at Birkacre and resulted
in the complete destruction of the machinery. Inevitably
however, the hand-loom gave way to the power-loom

and progress became rapid.

So King Cotton came to rule and everything
else was subservient. ‘Unhappily “at this time Chorley
suffered like so many other industrial towns from a
complete lack of any town planning, and the results are
painfully obvious to most people in these days of en-
lightened control. '

The early nineteenth century had grave problems
for the cotton worker and considerable distress was
experienced. Particularly this was so during and immed-
ately following the Napoleonic Wars. The hardest time
of all was during the American Civil War when no
raw cotton came into the town and soup kitchens were
opened and other measures adopted to relieve distress.

Any town is unfortunate however which has to
depend entirely upon one industry, and Chorley,
particularly of late, has had a certain variety of works
and occupations. Bleaching and finishing works, foundries
engineering, rubber and other trades have all helped to
bring the town to its present standard and served it in
good stead during some of the depressions in the main
industry.

Chorley has not much to offer from an Architect-
ural or town planning aspect, but it is very much more
favoured in its surroundings. Few industrial towns can
compare with it for its beautiful setting. On the east lie
the hills and lakes with beautiful moorlands stretching
for mile after mile. To the North and South beautiful
undulating farmlands abound, whilst to the west lie the
woods, streams, pasturelands and country lanes to charm

~and satisfy all lovers of nature.

m5150.tif




Of all the charming places to see however, prob-
ably none is more dear to the Chorleian than ‘““Astley.”
The Hall and grounds which lie entirely within the
Borough were given to the Town in 1919 by Reginald
Arthur Tatton Esq., as part of the War Memorial for
the fallen during the 1914-1918 war. The oldest portion
of the Hall dates back to the 16th century though it was
- largely remodelled in the Jacobean style about 1666.
At this time the Hall passed from the Charnock Family
to the Brookes, and by marriage to Thomas Townley-
Parker, and in 1906 to Mr. R. A. Tatton., His Majesty’s
Office of Works has scheduled Astley Hall as a Monument
to be preserved in the National Interest.

Among the objects of interest in the hall the

following may be indicated. Several ceilings are ornately -

decorated by wreaths and figures in plaster, leatherwork

.and lead. The walls of the Great Hall are wainscotted -

with wooden panels, bearing portraits of notabilities
such as Columbus, Magellan, Queen Elizabeth and Sir
" Francis Drake. Here also and in the Dining room there
are family portraits of the Charnock, Brooke, Townley-
Parker and Wharton residents.

The carving of the main staircase is well worth
examination, and many examples of old furniture abound.
The finest of these is perhaps the ‘“Cromwell” Bed, a
wonderfully preserved example of the carving and
one which has been described as ‘‘the best specimen
of its age which has escaped destruction.” The great
shovel-board table which is 23} feet in length is ack-
nowledged as one of the finest specimens in existence.

The Town is very fortunate in having another
Hall within its boundaries. Duxbury Hall, the ancestral
home of a branch of the Standish family was acquired
by the Corporation of Chorley in 1932,

The mansion, portions of which date back to the
16th century, has been altered from time to time and was
refaced in 1828. It stands a mile or two to the south of
Chorley in a well-wooded park near to the river Yarrow,
At present it i1s closed to the public.
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On the death of Sir Frank Standish without
children in 1812, several claimants to the estate arose, and
somewhat later there were several sieges of the Hall.
Captain Myles Standish, military defender of the Pilgrim
Fathers stated in his will that he had been defrauded of
certain lands. Since he had given the name Duxbury
to his settlement (now a town) in New Plymouth, an
association of his descendants were found among the
claimants to Duxbury Hall in 1846.

It has since been ascertained that the lands
referred to in the Captain’s will were not the demesne
of Duxbury, but the estate of a Standish family resident
in Ormskirk. The probability is that the Standishes of
Ormskirk were derived from the Standishes of Duxbury.
At Duxbury in Massachusetts, the town just mentioned,

there is an imposing monument to Captain Myles
Standish.

The oldest building in the town is, as one might
expect, the old Parish Church. Most of our towns seem
to have grown up around the Church and were usually
found at the top of some hill for purposes both of drainage
and defence. How far back in history the Church goes we
do not know, but in 1862 .there was a parochial chapel

in Chorley, no doubt on the same site for in that year
the Bishop of Lichfield was asked that the building be
dedicated. - |

In 1442 a reputed relic of Saint Lawrence was
given to the Church by James Standish of Duxbury and
is to be seen in a glass covered reliqUary in the sanctuary.

The tower is probably the, oldest part of the exist-
ing fabric and the nave and chancel date back from the
15th century. Until 1798 the church was a chapel of
ease to the mother church at Croston and the Church-
wardens still pay an annual token to the church at
Croston.
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