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 Thom

. M
r John Thom

, an exp
ert chem

ist 
p
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In 1930 the Thom
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The history trail is one and a 
half miles long and will take 
around one hour 30 minutes 
to complete.

Guide to Historical Sites

�Water Powered  
Corn Mill Site
Located on the small car park next to 
the Visitor Centre this site dates back 
to the 15th Century.

Richard Arkwright’s 
Cotton Mill Site
Located on the main car park in front 
of the Visitor Centre this mill was 
built in 1777 by Edward Chadwick 
and leased to Richard Arkwright 
(pictured below). It was burned down 
by rioters in 1779.

1

2

Birkacre Forge/Lower 
Forge & slitting mill site

3

Site of former 
Higher Forge Cottages
Lived in by workers from the 
calico printing works, and later the 
bleaching/dyeing works. They had 
gardens to the rear to ensure self 
sufficiency.
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Higher Forge
Set up in 1760 and also called Burgh 
Forge, it produced iron strapping.
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Birkacre Colliery
Open since c1800.

Site of former Mineshaft  
& winding engine bed  
for Birkacre Colliery

Birkacre Colliery  
coal wash system

Site of former Bleachworks
The picnic area is here today,  
the Lancashire Boilers were used  
to power the works that were
located here.

Drybones Colliery Shaft 
and Winding Engine Base
The cottages close by are called 
Drybones Cottages.
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Birkacre Weir
The weir raises the water level of the 
River Yarrow. A series of watercourses 
allow water to flow from the river into 
the lodges. The fish ladder to the side 
of the weir was built in 2002 to allow 
fish to migrate upstream.
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Site of Cottages
The footprint of these cottages is 
still visible, they may have been 
associated with the water supply 
from the weir to the Top Lodge.
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Primrose Hill Cottages
Former Colliery Cottages built in  
the 18th Century.
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