
The Chorley Branch of the Guild of Calico Printers, Bleachers, Dyers, 

Finishers, Foremen 

Yet another example of searching for one thing and turning up something else: I have 

recently been searching through books at the Working Class Movement Library in Salford, 

looking for further information about the Block Printers Co-operative that operated in 

Birkacre in 1831/2. 

The staff at the WCML are very helpful and suggested that I should look at an annual 

handbook produced by the Guild of Calico Printers, Bleachers, Dyers and Finishers, Foremen 

in 1923. It certainly proved useful, but more of that on another occasion. What it gave me as 

a bonus was information about the Chorley Branch of the Guild in 1923. 

There was a list of the committee membership 



 



So we have information about the Branch Secretary, the rest of the committee, where and 

how frequently they met. Even better than this, there was a photograph of the committee 

 

And we even have the name of the Chorley photographer! 

In addition, details are provided of the members who had retired during the last year 



 

Unfortunate typo with Brinscall! I presume that Messrs Ashworth and Ironfield may have 

worked at the Brinscall print works. 

The handbook also records deaths of members 

 

As can be seen the handbook records similar information for branches across the country. 



John Harrison 

September 2015 


