Historic Crete

When we recently set off on a walking holiday to Crete, | did not expect to
return with a report for our website, but here goes!

The Necropolis of Armenoi

One of our walks took us to an amazing site about 6 miles south of Rethymnon,
which is situated on the Cretan north coast. It is believed to be the greatest
Late Minoan cemetery (c1400-1200BC) and is on the side of a hill called
Prinokephalo, which means “hill of the wild oaks”. The site is still covered with
wild oaks and in spring is said to be covered in wild flowers.

Excavations started on this site in 1969 and 231 tombs have been found and
one tholos (circular temple). Below is a view of a cross section of the tholos
wall.



Initially there appears to have been a plan for the cemetery which included
special areas for the wealthy. This plan was later abandoned resulting in a
mixture of large and small tombs.

Each tomb was dug deeply into the rock and consists of a corridor and a
chamber. The chamber below was particularly large and presumably for an
important family.



The corridor consisted of either stairs or a ramp, with the entrance to the
burial chamber covered by a large stone. (Stone above by my feet)



The depth of the tombs and wedge-shaped entrances is quite remarkable and
each must have taken thousands of man hours to create.




Entrance to the site was 1 euro which was ridiculously cheap. The finds from
the excavations are kept elsewhere, but include clay larnakes, vases, bronze
weapons, necklaces, seal stones, a boar’s tusk helmet and a stirrup jar.

Medieval Church Frescoes

There is no shortage of churches/chapels in Crete. They are small and of a
standard design, but everywhere.



The nearest village to where we stayed at Footscapes had 8, and a current
population of less than 100 residents! On one of the walks we did we passed 7
of these small remote chapels. Most had medieval frescoes which in great
detail told bible stories or stories of saints.



Most were in poor condition, damaged by damp and fungus.



Two of the chapels had been colonised by dozens of bats who flew out and

around us as we entered.




World War 2 Memorials

A different walk took us down the river Megalopotamus and its gorge to the
Libyan Sea. Above the cliffs and on the road to the Preveli Monastery we came
across one of the most important war memorials on Crete. The plaques tell
their own story of the bravery of the Cretan people, priests and monks in
helping allied troops escape from the invading Germans. As a consequence

they suffered horrific reprisals.
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