
   Medical 
Practitioners 
at Chorley 
Dispensary 

   

Name Age on Appointment Place of Birth When Appointed to 
the Dispensary 

When left the 
Dispensary 

Qualifications Comments 

Dodd      1830 Reference in Birkett 
v Pollard at Lancaster 
Lent Assizes. 
1831 Land Tax 
Assessment: Thomas 
Dodd had a House and 
Land on St. Thomas’s 
Square owned by R T 
Parker. 

L Holland      1831 Land Tax 
Assessment Occupying 
Dispensary property in 
Chapel Street. 

James Garthside 25 Woodbridge, Suffolk ? 1831 or later 1835 1851 Census: MRCS 
(London) and LSA 

1834 Pigot’s Directory 
Surgeon at Dispensary, 
Chapel Street. 
House Apothecary. 1835 
Marriage L/pool. B. 1806 
Probable brother of John 
William. 

John William 
Garthside 

36 Colchester. Essex. 1835 House 
Apothecary 
1835 Honorary 
Surgeon 

Died (Liverpool) 
1855. Buried St. 
James’s Cemetery 
Liverpool. Age 56. 

1851 Census: 
General Practitioner 
 

1826 Surgeon in Barton 
upon Irwell. (Gore's 
Liverpool General 
Advertiser 01 June 1826) 

Thomas Howarth 
Bamford 

26 Oldham. Lancashire 



John Pollard  Colne, Lancashire 
1794 

Honorary Surgeon 
1847 District 
Surgeon 

1863 End of District 
Surgeons. 
Died 1878 

 MRCS 1815 Apprentice to Dr. Hudson. 
Surgeon.  
1819 Shareholder and 
treasurer in Chorley Gas 
Light Company. 
1824 Directory 
Churchwarden 
1832 Chair of annual 
meeting of the Society for 
the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge. 
1835 Surgeon. Back 
Mount. 
Chorley Poor Law Union 
Guardian. 
1841 Surgeon. Back 
Mount. 
1840s supporter of the 
Mechanics Institute. 
1840s Invested in Chorley 
Waterworks. 
1850 London and 
Provincial Medical 
Directory. 
1851 Back Mount. 
Gas Works. Water Works. 
Improvement 
Commission. 

Richard Kay   Honorary Surgeon 1835-1837  Surgeon. 1824 Directory 

John A Wright  Brampton, 
Cumberland 1805 

Honorary Physician   Had retired from 15 years 
in Huddersfield in 1844.  
Churchwarden 
1850 London and 

George Altham  Clitheroe, 
Lancashire. 1816 

Thomas Joshua 
Heaton 

23 Standish Lancashire 

Robert Smith 36 Blackrod. 
Lancashire. 1811 

Robert Taylor 31 Heskin. Lancashire. 
1815. 



Practitioner. contracts. 
1841 Surgeon and 
Apothecary. Hollinshead 
Street. 
1850 London and 
Provincial Medical 
Directory 
1851 Hollinshead Street. 
1861 Hollinshead Street. 
1869 Medical Officer of 
the Pilot that weathered 
the Storm Lodge of 
Oddfellows for 25 years. 
He was given a timepiece 
and an illuminated 
address. He had attended 
65 members over the past 
year. 
December 1870 died. 
 

John Rigby 51 Upholland. 
Lancashire. 1800 

1851 District 
Surgeon. 
1863 Vice-President 

Retired having been 
appointed a JP. 

1821 MRCS and LSA. 1833 Churchwarden 
1840s invested in Chorley 
Waterworks. 
1850 High Street in 
London and Provincial 
Medical Directory. 

William Pilkington 31 Leyland. Lancashire 
1820 

1855 District 
Surgeon following 
death of his partner 
JW Garthside. 

 1861 Licentiate of 
the Royal College of 
Physicians. (Edin?). 
MRCS (London). 
Licentiate of 
Apothecaries Hall. 
Practising as a 

1855 London and 
Provincial Medical 
Directory (Chorley and 
Leyland) . (Garthside and 
Pilkington). 
1860 London and 
Provincial Medical 

James Morris Rigby 21 Chorley 1838. 

John Morris Rigby 30 Chorley 1832 



Surgeon 1854, MRCS England 
1855, LM 1856, and 
LSA, London in 
1864; 

Street. 

Dr. William 
Paterson 

23 Scotland 1841 1864 House Surgeon March 1866 
Resigned to enter 
“upon private 
practice.” 

MD Glasgow 1862. 
CM Glasgow 1866. 

1875 Medical Directory: 
Surg Rivington New 
Works and several 
Friendly Societies. Late 
House Surgeon St. Anne’s 
Dispensary, Liverpool.  
1878 Moved to St. 
Lawrence’s Lodge, 
formerly home of Dr. 
Pollard. 
1879 Initiated into the 
Ellesmere Lodge of 
Freemasons. 
1881 Census 1, Back 
Mount. Surgery 3 Back 
Mount. 
Died 1885. Chorley 
Cemetery Memorial 

Dr. James Graham 
Nichol 

64 Kirkandrew, 
Cumberland. 1807 

1866 House Surgeon Died 1883. MD Heidelb. 1831. 
LFPS Glasg.1835 
LSA 1847 (Edin).  

1841 Census Doctor of 
Medicine Hetton le Hole, 
Houghton le Spring, 
County Durham. 

1851 Census General 
Practitioner Crook. County 
Durham. 

1850 and 1860 London 
and Provincial Medical 

Dr. James Alfred 
Harris 

28 Ripon. Yorkshire 
1849 



 Took over Dr. James M 
Rigby’s practice. 
1881 and 1891 30, St. 
George’s Street 
1883 Shared House 
Surgeon duties with 
Jackson. 
1910 Medical Directory at 
Netherside, Chorley: JP, 
MOH Chorley Boro and R. 
Dist.; Med. Off. Chorley 
Joint Hospital Bd. Hon. 
Cons. Surg. (Late Hon, 
Surg) Rawcliffe Hosp. 
Chorley; Mem Incorp. 
Soc. MOH, Late Hon Surg 
North Hosp. Liverp; Res. 
Med. Off Mill-RD Hosp. 
Everton. And Res. Phys. 
Roy. Infirm., and Roy. 
Hosp. for Sick Childr. 
Edin. 
1917 President of 
Hospital when Jackson 
died. 
Died 6 Sep 1929. 

Thomas William 
Jackson 

34 Leyland 1846 1880 Hon Surgeon  1871 MRCS Eng and 
LSA (Guys). 
1875 LRCP Edin and 
LM 
1897 MD St. And 

1871 Medical Student in 
London. 
1875 of Leyland. Fails in 
applications to become 
MO to Chorley Order of 
Druids and MO to Chorley 
Rural Sanitary Authority. 

Septimus Farmer 26 1858 Nottingham 



1884 Freemason 
Ellesmere Lodge Chorley. 
1885 Medical Directory at 
St. George’s Villa, 
Chorley.   
1886 Freemason Townley 
Parker Lodge. Whittle 
Springs. 
1889 Freemason Horwich 
Lodge. Horwich 
1890 Medical Directory at 
Waverley House, St. 
George’s Street, Chorley. 
 

Dr John William 
Murray                         
 

49 1838 Scotland 1887 House Surgeon Died 1892. BA. and MD New 
York, 1868; MB 
Glasgow and CM 
1883; (Univs. Edin 
and Glasg AND St. 
Thomas’s; Honours 
in Anat., Chem., 
Mat. Med., For. 
Med., Surg. And 
Midw.;Mem. Counc. 
Univ. Glasg.; Mem. 
Brit. Med. Assoc. 

1890 Medical Directory 
Late Asst. Surg. Bute 
Hosp. Luton 
1891 General Practitioner 
26 St. Georges Street. 

William Butterly 23 1869 Ireland 1892 House Surgeon  Qualified 14 August 
1891. Lic., Lic. 
Midwif. 1891, R, 
Coll. Phys. Irel. 
Lic., Lic. Midwif. 
1891, R. Coll. Surg. 
Irel. 

1895 Medical Register at 
The Dispensary and 
Hospital, Chorley. 
1901 Census Talbot Road, 
Blackpool. 
1899 & 1903 Medical 
Register at 24 St. 

 


