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The Co-op was the cornerstone of communities in nineteenth- and twentieth-century Britain, 

with services impacting members’ lives from the cradle to the grave. But today we are in 

danger of forgetting the impact of the co-operative movement, not just in Chorley, but across 

Lancashire and the United Kingdom. Chorley had three very different co-operative societies 

between 1830 and 1880, all of which were relatively short-lived. This book tells the story of 

these societies in the context of the general development of co-operation and in the context of 

Chorley’s social, political, and industrial development. The author’s starting point for 

research was Frank Longton’s Fifty Years of Co-operation in Chorley, 1887-1937. This new 

research illustrates the difficulties in running different forms of co-operative businesses in the 

early decades of the movement.  

The book is available from Amazon and in softcover and e-book formats from Lulu at 

www.lulu.com/spotlight/jeh2020         

Price: £7.99  

E Book £5.50 

ISBN 9781684718597 
Prints in the UK in 3-5 business days. 

 The e-book, in addition to being sold by Lulu, will be available from the Apple Bookstore at 

iBooks, Barnes and Noble Nook, Amazon Kindle, and Kobo. Prices will vary according to 

distributor. 

When  meetings of the Chorley Historical and Archaeological Society resume, the book will 

be available to buy on those occasions. 

John Harrison is a member of Chorley Historical and Archaeological Society. This is his first 

book. 
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