YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO HELP MAKE HISTORY

The Temperance Movement, which effectively began in the North West, was a significant feature of many working people’s lives for over a hundred years and abstaining from alcohol is still a tradition in many local families.  Historians at the University of Central Lancashire plan to offer a range of events in autumn, 2012, to explore this history - with exhibitions in Preston and Manchester, talks, and entertainments such as a Temperance evening and magic lantern show.  We also hope to find out what family traditions or personal memories of Temperance the people of the North West have, and to record these for future generations.  Linked with this, there will also be a range of public events  and discussions, looking at alcohol and its use today.

So please will you help us make history?  

We need to find out if there is interest from the public, and you can help by simply saying that you would probably come to an exhibition or event on this topic – this does not commit you to anything. Dr. Annemarie McAllister is leading this project and you can email her at amcallister1@uclan.ac.uk or ring 01772 893799 and leave a message, or write to her at School of Education and Social Science, UCLan, PR1 2HE – so that we know there are interested people out there!  If you can do this before the middle of October, it will help us immensely.

If you have memories of Temperance movements (such as the Band of Hope, Rechabites, Order of Good Templars, Sons of the Phoenix, or church-linked Temperance societies) or you have family traditions or stories, please contact us, as above, and we can discuss how you can contribute.  We don’t want this material to be lost - it is such an important part of North West history which is in danger of being forgotten. Please help us to remember, re-create, and make history.  Thank you.

